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IS 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

A  PAMPHLET 

PRIVATELY    CIRCULATED    BY 

SIR  HOME  POPHAM,  &c. 


k  XT  is  not  lefs  true  than  extraordinary,  that  the 

°=  Pamphlet  printed  and   circulated   by  Sir  Home 

2  Popham,  in  Auguft,  1803,  did  not  fall  into  the 

hands  of  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  or  any  other 

Member  of  the  late  Board  of  Admiralty,  until  the 

19th  inftant,  or  it  would  have  been  fooner  noticed. 

They   had,  indeed,  long  fince  heard,  that  fuch  a 

Pamphlet  was  privately  circulated :  but  their  ut- 

-h  moft  efforts  to  obtain  a  perufal  of  it  proved  inef- 

»-„  fectual. 

o  The  Report  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  the  ex- 
tracts, from  the  Boatfwain's  expence  book,  from 
the  fhip's  log,  and  from  Sir  Home  Popham's  own 
journal,  which  will  be  fubjoined  to  his  obferva- 
tions,  form  the  bell  anfwer  that  can  be  given  to 
his  vain  and  oftentatious  boafts  of  economy,  in  the 
expenditure  offtores9a.nd  in  the  equipment  of  the 
Jhips  under  his  orders  at  Calcutta,  inftead  of  Bom- 
bay, where,  in  facl,  he  mould  have  repaired,  after 
he  had  performed  the  fervice  he  was  employed  on 
in  the  Red.  Sea.  To  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  geography  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  mo- 
tives for  his  going  to  Calcutta  will  not  be  very 
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apparent,  more  efpecially,  when  they  are  informed 
that  Bombay  is  the  depot  of  flores  for  the  mips  of 
His  Majefty,  and  that  the  Eafl  India  Company  have 
a  commodious  arfenal  and  docks  there,  which  are 
always  open  to  the  repair  and  equipment  of  the 
King's  fhips;  whilfl  at  Calcutta,  every  thing  of 
the  kind  is  in  the  hands  of  Merchant-builders;  in 
addition  to  which,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
fcene  of  Sir  Home  Popham's  operations  was 
much  more  a  porte  to  Bomb  ay  than  Bengal.  It 
is  to  be  feen  whether  thefe  motives  are  not  explain- 
ed by  fa6ls:  but  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain, 
that  La  Senfible,  one  of  the  fhips  of  his  fquadron, 
on  which  twenty-three  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  pounds  had  been  ex- 
pended, in  altering  her  from  an  armed  tranf- 
port  to  a  32  gun  frigate,  without  any  autho- 
rity for  fo  doing,  and  without  the  approbation, 
or  even  knowledge  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
Admiral  Rainier,  was  wrecked  in  her  paffage 
back  to  the  Red  Sea,  on  the  reef  off  Point  Pedro 
on  the  Ifland  of  Ceylon,  an  event  which  could 
not  have  happened,  had  Sir  Home  Popham 
gone  to  Bombay. 

Notwithftanding  Lord  St.  Vincent  cannot  boaft 
of  having  explored  the  Red  Sea,  he  knows,  and 
feels  the  full  force  of  the  Arabian  Proverb,  "  That 
an  arrow  to  flick  in  the  eagle's  wing,  can  only  be 
an  arrow  made  of  an  eagle's  feather  ;"  and,  in  this 
feeling,  the  pamphlet  above  alluded  to  would  have 
been  treated  with  filent  contempt,  could  it  be 
viewed  in  any  other  light  than  as  one  of  the  links 
of  that  chain  of  groundlefi  acciifation  and  calumny^ 
with  which  every  act.  of  the  late  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty was  fo  i?idujirwiijly,  but  fecre fly  furrounded, 
in  order  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  the  open 
attack,  which  was  meditated  againfl  it. 

Sir 
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Sir  Home  Popham,  it  appears  by  this  pam- 
phlet, had  not  the  honour  of  being  personally 
known  to  the  late  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty; 
neverthelefs,  he  mould  have  been  aware,  of  what 
might  have  been  learnt,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
from  every  Officer  of  the  Navy,  who  had  ferved 
in  the  general  line  of  the  profeffion,  that  fo  far 
from  entertaining  the  fmalleft  predilection  in  fa- 
vour of  soi-disants,  his  Lordlhip  earneftly  fought 
for,  and  rewarded,  mo  deft  merit;  and  that,  of  all 
men  living,  he  was  the  laft,  that  would  for  an  in- 
ftant  countenance,  much  lefs  join  in  a  con/piracy^ 
either  againft  the  public,  or  againft  any  individual. 
His  Lordfhip's  heart  revolts  at  the  idea.  There  is, 
it  is  true,  fome  apology  for  Sir  Home,  who  has 
ferved  but  little,  where  the  characters  of  any  of 
our  Admirals  could  have  been  learnt;  yet,  if  the 
brilliancy  of  his  own  exploits,  in  teaching  the  / 
midfhipmen  of  the  Romney  to  obferve  the  tranfit  N* 
of  a  ftar  over  the  meridian,  had  not  blinded  him  ; 
if  upon  the  hot  fervice  which  he  performed  in  the 
Red  Sea,  he  had  not,  as  one  would  fuppofe, 
received  a  coup-de-foleil,  which  had  affecled 
his  intellect,  he  might  have  faved  himfelf  much 
trouble  by  the  recolle&ion  of  an  Englifh  adage, 
not  lefs  appropriate  than  the  Arabian  proverb, 
"  That  old  birds  are  not  to  be  caught  with  chaff." 
Any  further  obfervation  is  unneceffary,  in  reply 
to  his  grievous  complaints,  of  not  having  been  in- 
dulged with  private  interviews  by  the  Firft  Lord, 
and  of  the  Minijiry  having  negletled  to  avail  them- 
f elves  of  his  boafied  agronomical  /kill  and  ability  to 
carry  their  plans  into  execution. 

Sir  Home  talks  of  envy  and  jealoufy  having 

operated  againft  him ;  furely  he  cannot  mean  to 

apply  that  infinuation  to  either  of  the  late  Sea 

B  2  Lords 


Lords  of  the  Admiralty  !  Of  what  trait  in  his  cha- 
racter, of  what  feat,  during  his  career  in  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  can  he  fondly  have  imagined  them 
to  be  jealous?  Are  not  the  public  yet  to  be  in- 
formed of  thefe  wondrous  exploits,  which  would 
have  created  fuch  fenfations  ?  and  will  it  not  be 
confeffed,  at  leaft  by  every  man  who  has  read  Sir 
Home's  pamphlet,  that,  if  any  fuch  exploits  had 
been  achieved  by  him,  they  would  have  loft  no- 
thing in  the  telling  ?  No  :  whatever  fenfations 
may  have  arifen  in  their  brefts,  Sir  Home  may 
be  allured,  neither  envy  nor  jealoufy  formed  a 
part;  a  moment's  reflection  mult  convince  him, 
that  there  is  not  the  fmalleft  ground  for  fuch  an 
idea;  and  that,  in  the  purfuit  of  honour  and  the 
public  weal,  they  and  he  have  taken  fuch  op- 
pofite  paths  to  accomplifh  the  object,  that  he  can 
hardly  be  conlidered  as  belonging  to  the  fame 
clafs  of  fervice,  or  genus  of  character.  In  truth, 
his  achievements  and  theirs  appear  to  be  fo  hete- 
rogene,  that  his  honours  and  laurels,  however 
fanciful  and  ornamental  they  may  be,  would  not 
lit  eafy  on  their  brows.  No  :  he  may  reft  affured, 
that  they  neither  envy,  nor  are  jealous  of  his 
fame,  fortune,  or  aftronomical  ability;  nay  more, 
that  they  would  not  itoop  to  the  ground  to  take 
up  the  brighter!  feather  in  his  cap,  nor  all  the 
variegated  plumage  of  the  Eaft  with  which  he  is 
decked,  or  that  which  he  may  hereafter  acquire 
in  the  Weftern  hemifphere,    from   pamphlets, 

COFFERS,    Or  CATAMARANS. 

Did  Sir  Home  Popham  really  flatter  himfelf  that 
his  flickering  himfelf  under  the  affumed  refponfibi- 
lity  of  a  IS  aval  Officer  of  his  own  appointment  in  the 
Red  Sea,  or  the  more  refpe&able  chara&er  of 
Mr,  Louis  at  Calcutta,  could  impofe  upon  a  dif- 
/\  cerning 


cerning  public,  when  the  cafe  was  fairly  laid  be- 
fore them,  and  it  was  known,  that  the  latter  had 
no  other  fhare  in  his  tranfaclions  than  to  fell  the 
ftores,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  fent  to  him  for 
that  purpofe,  to  purchafe  fuch  as  he  demanded, 
and  to  draw  the  bills  for  his  profufe  expenditure, 
on  all  which  Mr.  Louis,  the  A£ting  Naval  Officer, 
had  a  commiffion  of  at  leaf  jive  per  cent.  ?  or  was  /\ 
he  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  former  fpecula- 
tions,  to  provoke  an  expofure  of  the  harlequinade 
of  the  Captain  of  the  Romney  ? 

But  to  come  to  the  point:  bills  to  the  amount 
of  feventy-fourthoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-two 
pounds,  having  been  drawn  by  the  a6ting  Naval 
Officer  at  Caleutta5for  the  repairing  of,  and  fupplies 
of  ftores  to  the  Romney  and  Senfible  (exclufiveof 
provifions),  under  Sir  Home's  orders,  within  little  , 
more  than  twelve  months  from  the  time  of  their  sail- 
ing from  England,  compleatly  fitted  for  India  fer- 
vice,befides  fupplies  received  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  the  paffage  out,  the  Admiralty,  having  con-  ^ 
ftantly  in  view  their  ftar,  whofe  fixed  and  uniform 
radiance  pointed  only  to  the. good  of  the  public,3.nd 
to  the  honour  of  the  fervice,  notwithstanding  (as  Sir 
Home  feems  to  doubt)  they  never  may  have  feen 
the  latitude  determined  by  the  tranfitof  a  ftar  over 
the  meridian,  have  ever  thought  it  right,  that 
whatever  appertained  to  public  accompts  fliould 
face  the  light.  This  enormous  fum  of  feventy- 
four  thou f and  fix  hundred  and  fifty  two  pounds, 
having  flafhed  acrofs  them  from  the  Eaft,they  did, 
mod  affiiredly,  think  it  their  duty  to  order  fome 
obfervations  to  be  taken  of  that  phenomenon,  and 
an  accurate  inveftigation  to  be  made  of  all  the 
appearances  of  a  meteor  of  fuch  uncommon  magni- 
tude ! '.  But  to  defcend  from  the  regions  of  Sir 
B   3  Home's 
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Home's  favourite  fcience  :  was  it  not  indecent, 
was  it  not  outrageous,  whilft  that  inveftigation 
was  going  on,  to  his  knowledge,  to  prefs  the  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  grant  him  perfonal  in- 
terviews, for  the  purpofe  of  difcuflion  ?  And 
would  it  not  have  been  indecorous,  would  it  not 
have  been  a  breach  of  duty  to  the  public,  on  the 
part  of  the  Firft  Lord,  to  have  permitted  any  fuch 
interview  ? 

The  official  Report  of  the  Navy  Board  on  the 
tranfa&ions  at  Calcutta,  (their  Report  on  Sir 
Home's  fubfequent  proceedings  in  the  Red  Sea 
not  having  yet  been  made,  although  ordered  by 
the  Admiralty  nearly  twelve  months  fince,)  which 
mall  be  fubjoined  to  his  Obfervations,  is  abundant 
proof,  to  enable  the  public  to  judge  between  him 
and  the  late  Board  of  Admiralty  ;  and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  there  is  yet  virtue  enough  left  in  this  coun- 
try, to  applaud  their  vigilance  and  integrity,  and 
acquit  them  of  the  foul  charge  of  con/piracy. 


To  the  Right  Hon.  HENRY  ADDINGTON, 
FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY,  #c. 

Sir, 
'*  I  folicit  your  attention  to  the  ftatement  of  facts 
contained  in  the  following  pages,  which  I  am  impe- 
rioufly  called  on  to  lay  before  the  Firft  Minifter  of 
this  country,  not  altogether  as  an  appeal,  but  to  re- 
move certain  impreflions  which  I  hear,  from  un- 
queftionable  authority,  have  been  induftrioufly  pro- 
pagated, and  may  poflibly  have  been  brought  in 
more  direft  terms  before  you ;  and  this  at  a  time 
when,  I  declare,  I  had  not  an  idea  or  expedient 
unapplied  which  could  Support  the  honour  or  ad- 
vance 


vance  the  interejl  of  the  country.  How  far  my  exer- 
tions in  thefe  different  avocations  were  crowned 
with  fuccefs,  will  be  belt  fhewn  by  the  teftimonies 
of  the  Governor-General  of  India,  and  the  Gene- 
ral Officers  with  whom  I  ferved  and  co-operated 
in  the  Red  Sea. 

"My  zealous  endeavours  on  all  occafions,  my 
thirji j or  honour,  and  my  anxious  defire  to  advance 
the  profpe&s  of  a  very  large  family,  while  ailing 
under  the  orders  of  different  Miuijlers,  and  never 
offering  an  objection  to  either  feafon,  country,  or  cli- 
mate,* have,  I  fear,  excited  a  degree  of  jealousy 
which  fufpends  all  impartial  confiderations,  and 
may  leave  me  a  viftim  to  the  effecls  of  its  unbe- 
coming influence. 

"  1  have  reafon  to  complain,  becaufe  I  know 
that  evidence  in  pofleffion  have  been  rejected; 
that  fafts  have  been  tortured  and  mifreprefented; 
and  that  the  very  means  of  information  have  been 
neglefted  which  carry  the  molt  unequivocal  tef- 
timony  of  the  propriety  of  my  conduct. 

44  I  have  delayed  as  long  as  poflible  to  ftate  the 
injuries  I  have  fuffered ;  and  however  fevere  their 
operation  may  be  on  my  mind,  yet  I  have  never 
ceafed,  from  the  moment  of  my  return  from  the 
Red  Sea,  to  apply  myfelf  molt  ferioufly  in  ad- 
vancing the  views  of  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters t,  although  I  cannot  command  intereft  to 
obtain  employment  in  the  direct  line  of  my  pro- 
feilion. 

"  In  committing  thefe  meets  to  the  prefs,  I  beg 

it  may  not  be  confidered  as  a  publication ;  I  have 

adopted  this  method  merely  becaufe  I  efteem  it 

a  more  preferable  mode  than  manufcript  of  fubmit- 

B  4  ting 

*  Vive  la  Bagatelle  !  ! 
T  Rifum  teneatis;  amici. 
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ting  a  few  facts  to  your  perufal,  and  to  that  of 
fitch  Members  of  the  Cabinet  Council  as  /  claim 
the  honour  of  being  known  to  ;  for  if  I  left  fuch 
infinuations  to  the  chance  of  being  effaced  by 
time,  I  mould  ill  deferve  the  commiflion  I  hold 
in  his  Majefty's  fervice,  or  the  patronage  which  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  by  my  perfonal  ex- 
ertions during  the  loft  war. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
«  Sir, 
"  With  profound  refpecl:, 
"  Your  mofl  obedient  and 
M  Moll  humble  fervant, 

«  HOME  POPHAM." 


CONCISE  STATEMENT  OF  FACTS, 

AND    THE 

TREATMENT  EXPERIENCED 


SIR  HOME  POPHAM, 

SINCE    HIS    RETURN  FROM  THE  RED  SEA. 

"It  has  hitherto  been  the  proud  charafteriftic 
of  the  Adminiftration  of  this  Country,  to  infpire 
Officers  with  confidence  tantamount  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  fervice,  whether  applying  to  the  ftrift 
letter  of  an  order,  or  the  more  extenfive  concep- 
tion of  its  fpirit. 

"  Under  fuch  impreffions,  the  Romney  failed  in 
December  1800,  with  a  body  of  troops  for  the 
Red  Sea,  to  join  the  Indian  army  on  the  expedi- 
tion to  Egypt.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  difcufs 
how  far  this  army  was  accefTary  to,  or  auxiliary  in 
the  final  expulfion  of  the  French  from  that  coun- 
try; 
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try;  but  to  fhew  how  far  the  influence  of  perfonal 
prejudice  will  operate  in  purfuing  a  fyftem  of  ex- 
traordinary illiberality,  without  the  fmalleft  fhadow 
of  public  expedience,  by  which  alone  every  Of- 
ficer of  the  Crown  ought  to  be  actuated. 

"  Daily  inftances  of  outrage  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, almoft  bordering  on  a  confpiracy,  to  debafe 
the  chara&er  of  an  individual,  in  a  manner  as 
clandcftine  as  it  is  difgraceful. 

"  From  the  converfation  of  one  of  the  prefent 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  with  a  friend  of  mine,  be- 
fore I  had  failed  three  months,  and  when  he  had 
fcarcely  been  feated  in  his  place  at  the  Board,  I 
had  every  thing  to  apprehend,  and  no  chance  of 
that  impartial  confideration  which  it  is  his  bounden 
duty  to  exercife  on  all  occafions. 

"  Since  my  return  to  England,  I  have  heard, 
from  various  Gentlemen  of  refpe&ability,  that 
calumnious  reports  were  circulated,  in  whifpers 
and  converfations,  with  the  greatefl  induftry,  by 
thofe  very  perfons  who  ought  to  have  checked 
them,  and  this  manifeftly  with  a  view  of  making  a 
public  impreflion  againft  me. 

"  After  fuch  conducl  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  a  fpecific 
letter  of  difapprobation  would  have  been  written 
to  me  immediately  on  my  arrival  in  England.  On 
the  contrary,  I  have  not  had  one  line  from  the 
Board,  on  the  fubjeCt  of  this  ftatement;  and  I 
fubmit  it  to  the  confideration  of  any  impar- 
tial man,  whether  it  has  been  ufual,  or  whether 
it  be  decorous,  for  fo  high  a  power  (a  power 
looked  up  to  for  prote&ion  from  injuftice)  to  im- 
bibe prejudices  without  real  caufe,  to  force  a  de- 
gree of  condemnation  of  my  condud,  without 
being  heard;  upon  the  minds  of  perfons  with  whom 

any 
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any  intercourfe  has  been  held,  and  frequently  to 
introduce  the  fubjeft,  when  it  could  anfwer  no 
other  purpofe  than  that  of  injuring  my  reputation  ? 

"  On  the  arrival  of  the  Romney  from  the  Red 
Sea,  the  political  fituation  of  the  country  render- 
ed it  neceffary  fhe  mould  be  retained  tome  time  in 
the  Downs,  on  the  imprefs  fervice,  and  then  fhe 
proceeded  to  Sheernefs,  where  her  fhip's  com- 
pany was  employed  in  fitting  out  mips  newly  com- 
miffioned,  under  a  promife  of  having  tickets  of 
leave  for  fourteen  days.  This  affurance,  probably, 
induced  the  men  to  exert  themfelves  in  an  extra- 
ordinary degree,  as  can  be  teftified  by  the  Cap- 
tains of  different  fhips  they  fitted ;  but,  on  the 
iffuing  of  the  letters  of  marque,  about  the  14th  of 
May,  1803,  n  was  generally  rumoured  that  no 
leave  could  be  granted,  and  at  that  moment  it 
could  not  reafonably  be  expe&ed. 

"  On  the  15th  (Sunday),  fome  of  the  fhips  at 
Chatham,  junior  to  the  Romney,  for  fhe  had  been 
the  fenior  fhip  there  fince  her  arrival,  received 
letters,  to  be  communicated  to  the  fhip's  company, 
ftating,  that  from  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  times,  it  was  impoffible  to  grant  leave  of  ab- 
fence,  and  therefore,  trufting  that  the  men  would 
difplay  their  wonted  zeal,  and  enter  for  fome  fhip 
in  the  harbour ;  or  otherwife,  that  they  would  be 
drafted. 

w  Such  a  letter  was  not  delivered  to  the  Rom- 
ney till  late  on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  and  then 
it  was  too  late  to  be  read  that  evening;  but  it  was 
done  on  the  following  morning,  Wednefday  the 
18th. 

"  On  an  occafion  of  this  kind,  it  is  perfectly 
well  kno  n,  that  the  firft  impreffion  on  a  fhip's 
company  is  againft  their  Captain,  for  not  exerting 

himfelf 
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himfelf  to  ftate  their  cafe*;  as  many  of  the  men 
had  been  feven  or  eight  years  in  the  fbip ;  and 
fome  had  nine  years  pay  due. 

"  Juft  as  this  degree  of  irritation  was  at  its 
height,  when  every  feaman  feemed  almoft  to  wifh 
my  inftant  deftru&ion  t,  and  before  reafon  could 
repoffefs  their  minds,  I  received  a  note  from  Com- 
miffioner  Hope,  defiring  me  to  call  at  his  houfe, 
where  I  found  Sir  Wm.  Rule,  the  Surveyor  of 
the  Navy,  who,  I  apprehend,  had  travelled  to 
Chatham  in  the  night.  They  (hewed  me  a  warrant 
from  the  Navy  Board,  under  Admiralty  orders, 
commanding  them  to  proceed  on  board  the  Rom- 
ney,  and  examine  into  her  ftate,  the  repairs  done, 
and  make  a  variety  of  other  enquiries,  which  I  do 
not  at  this  moment  recollect. 

"  The  Surveyor,  Commiflioner,  Builder,  Store- 
keeper, Mailer  Attendant,  and  other  Officers,  af- 
fembled  on  board,  where  they  remained  fome 
time,  and  then  took  on  fhore  to  the  Commis- 
sioner's office,  the  Officers,  Warrant  Officers,  and 
other  people  belonging  to  the  ffiip,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  anfwering  the  intention  of  the  warrant  juft 
received. 

"  Thefe  Gentlemen  immediately  eftablifhed  a 
Committee,  or  Court,  and  proceeded  to  prepare 
affidavits ;  but  before  they  began,  I  thought  it  ne- 

ceffary 

*  No  impreflion  of  this  kind  could  have  been  received  by  the 
(hip's  company,  for  it  was  notorious,  that  the  iituation  of  the 
country  demanded  their  fervices,  and  they  well  knew  that  the 
Captain  had  only  to  obey  his  orders. 

\  Whatever  might  have  been  their  wifhes,  or  the  wifhes  of 
other  feamen  in  the  fame  fituation,  not  a  murmur  was  heard. 
The  men  knew  too  well  the  character  and  firmnefs  of  the  man  at 
the  helm,  to  venture  on  the  fmalleft  fymptoms  of  mutiny  ordif- 
obedience ;  and  he,  in  return,  gave  them  the  fame  bounty  as  they 
would  have  received,  if  they  had  been  difcharged,  and  had  re- 
entered. 


12 

ceflary  to  ftate,that  I  confidered  their  having  been 
on  board  the  Romney  with  a  public  warrant,  al- 
though no  notification  had  been  made  to  me,  in 
the  nature  of  a  public  examination,  inftituted  with 
a  view  Of  anfwering  fome  end;  and  that,  as  pro- 
bably fome  charges,  arifing  from  this  examination, 
might  be  brought  forward,  at  a  time  when  it  would 
be  impoflible  for  me  to  repel  them,  I  hoped  they 
would  allow  me  to  be  prefent  during  the  enquiry. 
At  firft  fome  difficulty  was  ftarted,  but  it  was  at 
length  got  over,  and  I  remained  in  the  Committee 
or  Court,till  fuch  Officers  as  the  Admiralty  deem- 
ed it  expedient  to  have  examined  were  fworn,  and 
gave  their  depofitions  accordingly. 

44  The  moft  material  queftions  put  in  direct 
terms  were,  '  What  was  the  ftate  of  the  fhip  when 
me  left  England?' 4  What  was  it  when  fhe  reached 
Calcutta?'  'Was  it  neceffary  to  make  any  repairs?' 
and, '  Were  any  made  but  fuch  as  were  abfolutely 
neceffary  ?' 

44  The  anfwers  on  oath  were  delivered  in  the 
moft  pointed  manner:  that  fhe  made  much  water 
in  the  Britifh  Channel,  and  that  the  evil  daily  in- 
creased ;  that  her  bends  were  found  very  defective 
on  caulking  at  the  Cape ;  that  fhe  made  from  fix 
V  to  eight  feet  water  in  an  hour,  during  her  paffage 
to  Calcutta;  that  her  wales  on  her  larboard  fide 
were  found  quite  rotten;  that  they  were  forced  to 
make  many  fhifts  of  planks  on  the  flarboard  fide, 
&c.*;  and  that  no  work  was  done  to  the  fhip,  ex- 
cept 

*  This  great  defefl  in  her  wales,  in  Augufr,  1801,  muft  ap- 
pear fomewhat  extraordinary,  when  it  is  known,  that  in  1800 
ihe  had  £3,580  expended  on  her  at  Sheernefs,  and  flood  the  test 
of  the  caulking  iron  in  November,  only  three  months  before  the 
bends  were  found  to  be  fo  very  defe&ive  at  the  Cape  j  the  Mer- 
chant- 
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cept  what  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  enable  her 
to  undertake  any  fervice  whatever.  This  was  the 
principal  enquiry  the  Committee  made  on  the 
lubjeft,  of  repair.  I  then  requefted  to  put  one 
quefiion,  namely,  "  Whether,  if  the  Romney  had 
4  not  received  the  repairs  in  queftion,  confidering 
4  the  weather  we  experienced,  me  would  not,  in 
4  all  probability,  have  gone  to  the  bottom  ?' 

44  This  queftion  was  not  allowed  to  be  anfwer- 
ed,  as  the  Surveyor  confidered  it  fully  fufficient  to 
know,  that  the  repairs  which  had  been  done  were 
abfolutely  neceflary;  and  that  no  repairs  were 
done  but  what  were  really  wanted. 

44  The  next  object  of  their  enquiry  was,  4  Whe- 
4  ther  I  had  given  proper  attention  to  the  ftores 
4  in  the  uifFerent  departments  ?'  and  4  Whether 
4  there  had  been  any  wafteful  or  wanton  expendi- 
4  ture  of  them?'  To  the  firft  part  the  perfons  exa- 
mined anfwered  in  the  affirmative;  to  the  latter, 
in  the  negative  ;  and  to  both,  in  the  moft  explicit 
and  unequivocal  manner*. 

44    The    Lieutenants   and    Mafter  of  the  fhip 
having  attended  in   the  outer  room,  I  fubmitted 
the  propriety  of  examining  them,  as  being  men  of 
higher  rank,  better  informed  i,  clearer  in  their  re- 
collection,, 

chant-builders'  bill  for  the  repairs  at  Calcutta,  does  not  conde~ 
fcend  to  give  particulars,  further,  than  *  great  part  of  the  wales 
and  top-fides  being  fhifted.' 

*  Very  explicit  and  unequivocal  it  muft  be  confeflTed,  when  the 
Boatfwain's  declaration,  *  that  a  part  of  a  bower-cable  was  given 

*  to  the  Merchant-builders,  becaufe  it  had  all  been  expended,  is 
compared  with  his  negative  to  the  quefiion,    '  If  there  bad  been 

*  any  nvaflefttl  or  ivanton  expenditure  of  ftores?'  The  Navy 
Board's  Report  is  alfo  not  less  explicit  and  unequivocal, 
as  it  relates  to  thefe  quefiions. 

f  This,  indeed,  is  corroborated  by  the  Boatfwain's  declaration, 
in  page  3  3 . 
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collection,  and  more  refpe&able  in  their  charac- 
ters than  Warrant  Officers ;  but  my  propofition 
was  not  attended  to,  as  it  appeared,  that  the  au- 
thority from  the  Admiralty  only  went  to  the  depo- 
fitions  of  the  Warrant  Officers  *. 

"  I  fhall  not  make  any  comment  on  this  mode 
of  procedure,  but  leave  thofe  who  inftituted  the 
enquiry  to  refle6t  on  the  poffible  confequences  of 
meafures  fo  partial,  To  uncandid,  and  fo  uncon- 
ftitutional  ;  and  beg  leave  to  refer  the  tranfa&ion 
in  toto  to  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  or  Gentle- 
men pofitffed  of  a  knowledge  of  the  bafis  of  our 
glorious  Conltitution,  and  particularly  converfant 
in  maritime  laws. 

"  In  civil  courts,  the  defendant  is  heard  as  well 
as  the  plaintiff,  and  he  is  publicly  acquainted  with 
the  ground  on  which  the  profecution  is  taken  up. 
In  charges  of  high  treafon,  the  accufed  is  furniffied 
with  a  copy  of  his  indictment,  is  affifted  by  able 
advocates;  and  the  Judge,  inftead  of  propagating 
reports  injurious  to  his  character,  feels  himfelf 
bound  to  refift  the  mofl  diftant  converfation  on  the 
fubjeft,  and  leans,  in  every  inflance,  to  the  mod 
favourable  conftru&ion  of  the  cafe;  exclufive  of 
which,  an  objection  may  always  be  taken  to  any 
one  of  the  jury  originally. 

"  How  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  our  facred  laws  has  the  Captain  of  the 
Romney  been  treated !  He  could  fcarcely  ob- 
tain permiffion  to  be  prefent  at  the  partial  exa- 
mination of  witneffes  in  this  Court,  in  which  the 

evidence 


♦  All  (lores  being  in  the  charge  of  the  Warrant  Officers,  they 
were  the  fittefl  perfons  to  be  examined  as  to  their  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure. 
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evidence  of  Warrant  Officers  was  taken,  and  that 
of  Commiffioned  Officers  refufed  *. 

"  Can  fuch  conduct  tend  in  any  manner  to  the 
maintenance  of  difcipline  and  fubordination,  thofe 
proud  pillars  of  our  naval  pre-eminence  ; — and 
can  any  thing  conduce  fo  much  to  its  total  anni-> 
hilation,  as  calling  on  Officers  to  criminate  their 
Captain,  and  debafe  him  in  the  prefence  of  the 
very  people  who  ought  to  look  on  him  with  the 
higheft  refpeci  ?  Nay,  here  is  an  inftance  of  a 
fhip  been  thrown  almoft  into  a  ftate  of  mutiny  t; 
and  then  an  indirect  appeal  is  made  to  the  lower 
Officers  and  men,  to  come  forward  and  accufe 
their  Commander. 

"  Although  it  is  almoft  two  years  fince  the  re- 
pairs, fo  much  exaggerated,  were  done  to  the 
Romney,  no  letter  or  notice  of  difapproba- 
tion  has  ever  been  fent  to  me  on  the  fub- 
je£t;  nor,  during  nearly  three  months  that  I 
have  arrived  in  England,  have  I  received 
any  communication  from  the  Admiralty +,  re- 
fpe&ing  either  the  neceffity  or  extent  of  thofe 
repairs :  notwithstanding  which,  inlinuations,  un- 
juft,  cruel,  and  ungenerous,  have  been  propa- 
gated, apparently  by  the  Admiralty,  or  it's  fubor- 
dinate  agents,  tending  to  make  an  unfavourable 
impreffion  againft  my  conducl,  without  having 
any  other  means  of  redrefs  than  by  giving  a  ftate- 
ment  of  the  reports  which  have  reached  me,  and 

fuch 

*  The  Captain  of  the  Romney  had  certified,  under  his  hand, 
that  the  repairs,  ftated  in  the  Builder's  bill,  had  been  performed : 
this  enquiry  only  went  to  prove  its  correctnefs,  confequently, 
there  was  no  room,  or  ground  for  difcuffion  with  the  Officers,  who 
had  merely  to  examine  the  work,  faid  to  have  been  perfurmed. 

f  What  a  caricature  !  Sir  Home  Popbam  accufing  the  late  Sea- 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  of  encouraging  mutiny. 

\  The  Admiralty  ordered  the  proper  Officers  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  enormous  expence  which  had  been  incurred. 
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fuch  facls  and  circumftances  as  I  am  in  pofleflion 
of,  to  remove  prejudice,  and  enable  thofe  who 
are  fo  di (pored,  to  form  a  judgment  on  the  un- 
precedented   treatment  I    have    received    fince 
my  return  from  the  Red  Sea.     It  may  be  afked, 
why  I  have  not  feen  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty? To  this  I  can  confcientioufly  anfwer,  that 
I  have  ufed  every  exertion  to  obtain  that  honour. 
I  have  repeatedly  called;  I  have  preffed  my  claim, 
through  his  private  Secretary,  and  fupported  it  by 
letters  in  the  ftrongeft  language  I  could  ufe.     As 
fuch  teftimonies  exift  of  the  propriety  of  repairing 
the  fhip,  and  that  no  work  was  done  but  what  was 
abfolutely  neceflary,  and  thofe  teftimonies  drawn 
from  the  very  channels  of  the  Admiralty,  would 
it  not  manifeft  a  clear  and    generous  conduct, 
to   tranfmit  a  copy  to  me,  which   I  was  origi- 
nally promised    by  the    Committee,    but  after- 
wards refufed  *?      With    regard  to   the  hull  of 
the  fhip,  nothing  can  be  more  conclufive,  except 
the  depofitions  of  the  Warrant  Officers  as  to  my 
care   of  the  ftoresf;   and  even,  if  neceflary,  I 
would  call  on  every  Officer  in  the  King's  fer- 
vice,  who  has  done  me  the  honour  of  vifiting  the 
Romney,  to  ftate,  whether  they  ever  wifhed  to  fee 
more  fyftem,  order,  or  regulation,  in  any  fhip, 
than  appeared  on  board  of  that  which  I  command- 
ed :  and  I  know  from  public  converfation  at  Cha- 
tham, that  profeffional  men  were  of  opinion,  that 

it 

*  Almoft  immediately  after  the  Navy  Board  had  made  their 
report,  directions  were  given,  that  Sir  Home  Popham  fhould  be 
furnifhed  with  a  copy  of  it ;  and  fince  that  period  there  has  been 
no  more  ranting  on  the  occafion. 

t  See  Navy  Board  Report,  pages  28,  29,  32,  33,  34,  35, 
36,  and  42,  and  extracts  from  the  Boatfwain's  expence  book  19. 
rhe  Appendix. 
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it  was  impoffible  for  more  care  to  be  taken  of  the 
prefervation  of  any  fhip  than  was  taken  of  the 
Romney;  I  felt  a  pride  in  keeping  her  always  in 
an  efficient  ftate;  and  fhe  was  ever  ready  for  any 
fervice  at  a  moment's  warning. 

"  After  the  circulated  reports  about  this  fhip's 
repairs,  I  cannot  avoid  quoting  the  three  different 
heads  of  it,  though  that  is  a  matter  with  which  I 
have  no  concern*.  The  Naval  Officer  eftablifhed 
at  Calcutta  by  Admiral  Rainier,  who  is  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes,  ex  officio,  a  refident  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Navy,  paid  the  bills,  I  conclude, 
on  the  vouchers  being  produced.  To  him  I  ap- 
plied for  every  article  of  ftores,  which  it  was  my 
duty  to  have  done  under  every  circumftance,  but 
more  particularly  on  that  occafion,  as  the  Admiral 
fent  a  letter  to  me,  at  Calcutta,  ftating  the  official 
lituation  of  that  Gentleman,  and  fpeaking  of  him 
in  fuch  high  terms  of  panegyric,  that  I  fubjoin  a 
copy  of  it. 

Extratt  from  Vice  Admiral  Rain ier's  Letter^  t» 
Sir  Home  Popham,  K.  M. 

"  I  fhall  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  a  copy 
of  your  ingenious  telegraph  fignals  t,  when  oppor- 
tunity offers  of  fending  them  to  me.  The  late 
Rear  Admiral  Blanket,  whofe  death  I  fincerely 
deplore,  was  an  excellent  judge  of  fuch  inven- 
tions and  improvements. 

C  «  Mr. 


*  Perhaps  there  is  fcarce  an  Officer  in  the  King's  fervice' 
that  would  not  have  felt  a  lively  concern  in  fuch  a  repair,  where 
the  public  purfe  was  to  be  thrown  open  to  interested  individuals. 

f  Vive  la  bagatelle  toujours  ! !  Why  introduce  thefe  ingenious 
telegraph  ftgnals,  when  an  extracl  o„ly  of  the  Admiral's  letter  is 
fiven,  in  order  to  explain  ihejituation  of  Mr.  Louis* 


18 

<*  Mr.  Matthew  Louis,  Deputy  Naval  Officer 
at  Calcutta,  is  brother  to  Captain  Thomas  Louis, 
one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Nile,  and  every  way  a 
deferving  character,  which  was  my  fole  motive 
for  procuring  that  fituation  for  him;  and  he  really 
appears  to  be  an  aclive  well-informed  perfon." 

The  following  is  the  extract  from  the  Carpen- 
ter's bill  for  repairs,  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
page  :— 

*  The  head  for  planks,  timber- 
wood  of  different  defcriptions, 

iron,  copper-bolts,  copper  for 

three  meets  round  the  fhip,&c.     Rupees.    jr.Sterl. 

&c.  &c.  about 305000=35750 

"  Labour  of  Europeans  and  black 

workmen,  caulking  infide  and 

out,  and  all  the  repairing  abaft  15,000=1,825 
7  The  hire  of  veffels  to  receive 

the  people,  of  budgerows  and 

boats  to   carry  the  ftores  and 

bring  anchors  and  cables  over, 

&c.  &c.  Sec. 15,000=1,825 

"  To  this  the  builders  always  add  a  per  centage, 
as  is  the  cuftom  of  the  place,  and  generally  known; 
in  fhort,  the  whole  was  7 1,000  rupees,  fcarce  9,0001. 
fterling  *. 

"  Thefc 

*  Scarce  nine  thoufand  pounds  fterling!  Indeed  ! !  only 
nine  tboufand pounds.  Why,  Sir  Home,  the  Romney,  when  new, 
coft  fcarce  twenty-two  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  for  this  trifling  pirn 
of  nine  thoufand  pounds,  what  was  done  ?  On  examining  the 
particulars  of  the  Carpenter's  bill,  which  is  in  the  Appendix, 
you  will  not  find  that  a  fingle  timber,  beamy  or  knee  was  ftiifted, 
nor  any  other  ivork  done,  that  could  be  denominated  repair,  ex- 
cept the  fiiifting  fome  planks  of  her  wales  and  top-fides.  The  re- 
pairs and  fiores  of  the  Senfible  and  Romney,  in  one  year,  it  appears, 
coft  fcarce  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds — a  mere  trifle  to  be  fure  ; 
•everthelefs,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  Navy  of  England,  at 

that 
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s«  Thefe  were  the  repairs  which  have  beep 
ftated  to  be  fo  enormous;  but  in  doing  which,  as 
I  already  obferved,  I  was  in  no-wife  personally 
interef^ed,  further  than  as  every  Officer  fhould  pe 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fhip  he  commands,  and  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  lives  of  his  Majefty's  ufeful 
£ubje6ts  committed  to  his  care* 

"  Were  it  pot  from  an  apprehenfion  of  calling 
in  queftion  the  acls  of  my  brother  Officers,  it 
would  be  highly  fatisfa&ory  to  me,  that  a  contra  ft 
fhpul.d  be  made  with  other  fliips,  by  the  refult  of 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  it  would  be  fauna1,  that 
tlxofe  repaired  at  Calcutta,  exceed  by  one  fourth, 
to  one  half,  what  the  Romney  coft  without  being 
in  fo  fervjceable  a  ftate  as  that  fhip  was  on  her  ar- 
rival in  England. — Vide  Oiffeau,  Heroine,  La 
Forte,  &ct. 

M  Although  I  was  confident  that  any  L.ord  pf 
the  Admiralty,  Secretary,  or  Commiffipner  of  the 
Navy,  might  adminifter  oaths  on  fubje,6b  relating 

C    2  tO 


that  rate,  would  coft  full  twenty  millions  per  annum  for 
repairs  and  Jlvres  only,  exclufive  of  wages,  provifions,  and  ord- 
nance ftojres!  !  !  Scarce  nine  th.o.usand  pounds!  !  When 
the  preflure  of  the  taxes  in  this  country  is  fo  f«verely  felt  by 
all  ranks,  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret,  that  thoufands  can  be  at 
{fuch  dUpoial.  and  fo  lightly  treated. 

*  All  good  Officers  fhould,  and  do  feel  interefted,  jhat  juftice 
ihould  be  done  to  the  public  ;  and  it  more  particularly  behoves 
them  to  be  circumfpecl  in  their  demands  and  expenditure,  where 
Glares  are.purchafed  by  an  individual  whofe  profits  depend  on  a  per 
fgntage  on  his  expenditure,  as  was  the  cafe  with  the  Ailing  Naval 
Officer  at  Calcutta. 

f  Admitting  what  you  fay  to  be  .the  fact,  it  proves  nothing, 
ludefs  you  can  fhew  that  thefe  /hips  had  not  more  woi;k  done  to 
them  than  was  done  to  the  Romney  ;  and  even  if  you  ftiould 
prove  that,  by  w,hat  maxim  or  law  is  one  unwarrantable,  or  pro- 
fligate deed,  to  be  juftified,  bv  ,the  precedent  of  another  having 
Veen  fuffered  to  pafs  with  impunity  ? 
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to  the  King's  treafures  or  ftores,  yet  I  confidered 
the  whole  conduft  of  the  Admiralty  in  this  affair 
to  be  fo  ungracious  and  fo  unconftitutional  *, 
taking  that  word  in  its  liberal  conftru&ion,  that  I 
determined  to  folicit  the  opinion  of  Counfel,  on 
the  beft  mode  of  bringing  the  points  at  iffue  to 
an  immediate  and  impartial  difcuflion ;  for  after 
what  I  have  heard,  and  from  a  letter  which  I 
have  received,  and  which  I  may  poflibly  be  in- 
duced to  fubjoin,  it  appears  to  me,  that  every  ac- 
tion has  been  dictated  by  a  fpirit  of  perfonal  pre- 
judice. 

"  It  would  certainly  have  been  equally  decor- 
ous, and  have  manifested  a  due  regard  for  the 
character  of  an  individual,  had  the  Admiralty 
directed  the  following  or  fimilar  queftions  to  have 
been  afked  of  the  Captains  and  Lieutenants  of  the 
fhips  which  ferved  in  the  Red  Sea : — 

"  What  was  the  general  conduct  of  Sir  Home 
Popham,  in  the  Red  Sea  ? 

"  Did  he  appear  to  you  to  keep  his  fhip  in  fo 
perfect  a  ftate,  as  to  be  ready  for  fervice  of  any 
description  at  a  moment's  warning  ? 

"  Did  he  ever  appear  to  you  to  make  any  wan- 
ton or  unneceffary  expenditure  of  the  ftores  ? 

"  Did  he  ever  appear  to  you  to  make  any  re- 
pairs, at  any  one  time,  that  were  not  abfolutely 
neceflary  ? 

"  Did  you  ever  hear,  fee,  or  underftand,  that 
any  one  act  of  his,  either  in  the  interior  difcipline 

of 

*  Very  ungracious  certainly,  in  prefuming  to  enquire  into 
your  conduct :  but  what  will  you  fay,  Sir  Home,  to  that  vile  Re- 
port of  the  Navy  Board,  which  fully  justifies  all  thefe  un- 
gracious proceedings  ?  Very  unconflitutional  truly,  to  enquire  bvw 
the  public  money  bad  betn  expended  !  I 


21 

of  the  fhip  he  commanded,  or  in  his  general  con- 
duct, as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Red  Sea,  was, 
in  the  moft  trifling  degree,  impeachable  ? 

"  If  I  might  be  allowed  to  put  any  queftion,  I 
mould  afk, 

"  Whether  they  ever  faw  a  fhip  in  every  point 
of  view  better  anfwering  the  defcription  of  a  man 
of  war  than  the  Romney,  as  to  her  interior  dis- 
cipline, regularity,  healthinefs,  and  fubordination, 
both  of  officers  and  men  ? 

"  The  preceding  narrative  is  fubmitted  to  the 

confideration  of  Mr. ,  who  is  requefted  to 

ftate,  in  the  moft  unrejerved  manner •,  what  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Romney  ought  to  do.  He  is  very 
anxious^  if  it  be  poftible  and  confiftent,  to  bring  this 
treatment  to  an  open  difcujjion  infome  Courts  efpe* 
tially  if  an  aclion  of  conf piracy  will  lie. 

OPINION. 

"  I  have  perufed,  with  all  the  attention  I  am 
matter  of,  the  foregoing  very  interefting  narrative, 
or  ftatement  of  facts ;  and  although  they  can  leave 
no  doubt  in  my  mind,  as  to  there  having  been 
much  undue,  unworthy,  and  a  moft  unprofeffional 
fpirit  of  perfonal  oppreflion,  by  men  to  whom  the 
Crown  has  confided  power,  yet  I  feel  consider- 
able difficulty  in  advifing  the  meafures  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  by  the  oppreffed  party  ;  becaufe  to 
aft,  and  not  with  effect,  would  only  expofe  him 
to  further  aggreffion.  At  prefent  the  aggreflbrs 
muft  feel  themfelves  hurt  and  difappointed  to  the 
utmoft,  upon  finding  thefe  fchemes  of  malevolence 
injured,  and  their  expectations  difappointed,  by 
the  integrity,  the  judgement,  and  officer-like  con- 
duct of  the  party  againft  whom  their  arrows  were 

directed; 
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dirc6led ;  and  if  they  cannot  be  attacked  witll 
effeft,  \fre  fhould  confider  whether  it  may  not  be 
more  prudent  to  leave  them  in  their  prefent  ftate 
of  difappointment  and  chagrin,  rather  than  by 
making  a  fruitlefs  attempt,  expofe  our  feeble  ef- 
forts to  their  derifion. 

"  Our  laws,  nritwithftanding  their  boafted  ex- 
cellence, are,  rteverthelefs,  grievoufly  defective 
in  many  moft  effential  points :  great  oppreflioh 
and  injuftice  may  be  praclifed;  a  man's  peace  of 
mind  may  be  deftroyed,  his  character  blalled,  his 
fortune  ruined;  and  yet,  unlefs  the  conduct  of  the 
aggreflbr  be  of  fuch  a  peculiar  nature  as  to  bring 
it  within  foirie  ftatute,  and  be  againft  fome  politive 
rule  of  comwon  law,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  the 
injured  party  to  apply  for  protection  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  his  country. 

"  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  no  action  dt  law 
Avould  lie  againft  Sir  William  Rule  and  the  reft 
who  degraded  themfelves  in  the  difgraceful  fcene 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  narrative,  on  the 
grounds  of  forming  aconfpiracy  againft  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Romriey. 

"  I  underflarid  thefe  Gentlemen  are  not  any  of 
them  Commiflioners  a&ing  under  the  late  Naval 
Abufe  Act  j  and,  therefore,  I  have  hot  fent  for  that 
Act;  and  I  am  not  exaftly  advifed  as  to  the  nature 
bf  the  conftitution  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  their 
powers  •  but  by  1  Geo.  I.  cap.  25.  fee.  9, 1  find,  thai 
not  only  the  Lords  Commiflioners  ofthe  Admiralty, 
but  the  Commiflioners  ofthe  Navy,  have  the  power 
to  aft  as  Magiftrates,  and  to  adminifter  oaths  in 
cafes  relating  to  the  receiving,  keeping,  and  iffuing 
any  victuals,  ftbrfes,  or  provisions  of  his  Majefty's 
Navy,  or  in  any  other  matter  relating  to  the 
Navy;  and  by  the  10th  feet,  the  Treafurer,  fcomp- 

trotter, 
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troller,  Surveyor,  Clerk  of  the  A6ts,  or  any  one 
or  more  of  them,  are  impowered  to  exercile  the 
powers  of  that  A61  in  all  places. 

"  Under  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  though  a 
cafe  of  considerable  hardfhip,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  fay,  that  the  ungracious  afts  done  under  the 
direction  of  the  Admiralty  in  this  cafe,  are  fuch 
as  can  be  termed  wholly  illegal;  or  that  their  in- 
formality is  fo  material  and  tangible  as  to  furnifh 
the  Captain  of  the  Romney  any  remedy  at  law; 
and  therefore  I  would  confine  the  ufe  of  narrative 
to  removing  the  prejudices  which  the  Afts  in  quef- 
tion  are  calculated  to  produce,  by  putting  it  into 
the  hands  of  fuch  friends  in  power  as,  by  their  in- 
fluence, and  from  their  zeal  for  the  injured  party, 
may  be  difpofed  to  prevent  the  further  evil  effects 
©f  the  latent  difcuflions  and  infidious  infinuations, 
fojuftly  complained  of  throughout  the  narrative*." 

[Here  follow  copies  of  the  letters  which  he  wrote  to  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  in  order  to  obtain  an  interview,  and  of  several  letters  to 
and  from  Marquis  Wellefley,  See.  on  the  fubject  of  his  diplomatic 
exertions,  &c.  &c] 

1 1 .1    __— — .   .      -    . . '  i  .i  ■  1 1 1 »  i .  i    i.       i,        ,     i.  ifefcii^j^ 

We  now  come  to  that  excellent  maxim  of  out 
laws  audi  alteram  partem,  entreating  Srr 
Home's  pardon  for  borrowing  tihefe  words  from  his 
Pamphlet :  How  far  his  diplomatic  arrangements 
will  ftand  the  teft  of  inveftigation,  the  Government 
of  India  alone  can  determine;  at  prefent  we  mall 
C  4  only 

*  This  elegant  composition  needs  no  comment  ;  if  the  learned 
Gentleman  from  whom  itcameispoflefleflof  any  honourable  feelings, 
the  compunction  of  his  own  mind,  after  having  read  the  Report  ©f 
the  Navy  Board,  will  be  the  fevereft  rebuke  that  he  can  receive. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  Sir  Home  did  not  favour  the  pubHc 
with  the  name  of  this  Gentleman,  who  could  go  fo  far  out  of  the 
way  of  his  profeffion,  to  traduce  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  ar- 
raign its  conduct  upon  a  partial  ftatement  of  facts,  the  accuracy 
ef  which  mould  have  been  doubted,  from  the  alperity  with  which 
they  were  related. 
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only  confider  his  conduct  as  Captain  of  the  Rom- 
ney,  contrafting  it  with  his  aflertions,  "  that  he 
took  every  care  of  "the  King's  Mores,  and  never 
made  any  wanton  or  **  unnecefTary  expenditure  of 
them  j"  and 

•'  Mark  now,  how  a  plain  Ulejball put  him  down." 

To  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  Efq. 

"Sir,  Navy  Board,  20th  February,  1804. 
"  IN  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  signified  in  Sir  Evan  Nepean's  Let- 
ter of  the  16th  May,  1803,  ^r  William  Rule, 
one  of  the  Surveyors  of  the  Navy,  proceeded  to 
Chatham,  with  directions  to  take  to  his  afliftance 
the  Officers  of  the  Dock-yard  at  that  place,  and 
make  a  very  minute  infpection  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  the  Romney,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining 
6  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  feveral  works  per- 

*  formed  on  that  fhip  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  for  which 

*  the  very  large  fums  of  money  *  drawn  by  Mr. 

*  Louis,  on  this  Board,  by  order  of  Sir  Home  Pop- 

*  ham,  were  paid ;  to  examine  on  oath  the  Warrant 
'  Officers,  as  to  the  aftual  ftate  of  that  fhip  when 

*  the  works  were  undertaken ;  and  to  make  a  full 

*  and  circumftantial  report  of  the  nature  of  the  re- 

*  pairs  performed  on  the  faid  (hip,  diflinguifhing 

*  the  value  of  the  materials  from  the  labour,  as  alfo  of 

*  the  ftores  and  furniture  purchafed  for  the  faid  fhip/ 

"  Sir  Evan  Nepean  having,  in  his  letter  of  the 
17th  May,  fignified,  that  as,  from  the  duties  re- 
quired of  the  Surveyors  of  the  Navy  under  the 
prefent  circumstances,    the  continuance  of  Sir 

William 

•  Bills  on  account  of  the  Romney  and  Scnfible  for  repairs  and 
ftores,  amounted  to  533>235  ficca  rupees,  or  ^.71,098  fterling, 
to  which  add  £.3,554  its.  charged  as  commiffion  thereon  by 
the  acting  Naval  Officer,  Mr,  Louif. 
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William  Rule  at  Chatham,  during  the  whole  of 
the  time  which  may  be  required  for  the  examina- 
tion  of  the  Romney,  might  be  attended  with  in- 
convenience to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  we  were  to 
order  him,  after  paffing  one  day  at  Chatham.  an4 
inftru&ing  the  Officers  as  to  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting themfelves  in  refpect  to  the  faid  furvey 
and  examination,  to  return  to  town.     Sir  William 
accordingly  returned  to  town  the  next  day  ;  and 
as  he  was  fhortly  afterwards  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Riga,  his  name  is  not  affixed  to  the  report  corir 
taining  the  result  of  the  examination  of  the  Com- 
miffioner  and  Officers  at  Chatham,  which  we  for- 
warded to  Sir  Evan  Nepean  on  the  5th  July,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  the  feveral  papers  therein 
referred  to,  and  of  the  original  vouchers  trans- 
mitted by  Mr.  Louis,  for  the  expence  incurred 
on  the  ship  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

"  Sir  Evan  Nepean  having  further  fignified  to  us 
in  his  Letter  of  the  3d  July,  their  Lordfhips'  di- 
rections, to  let  them  know  what  fums  of  money 
were  drawn  from  Bengal  on  account  of  the  fhips 
under  the  orders  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  and  for 
what  purpofes  thofe  fums  appear  to  have  been 
drawn,  giving  their  Lordfhips  all  the  information 
on  this  fubjeclt  which  the  documents  in  this  office 
may  enable  us  to  afford ;  we  enclofe,  agreeably 
to  thofe  directions,  an  account  of  the  expenditure 
of  eighty  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three 
pounds  five  millings  and  four-pence  flerling  (B.  1.), 
being  the  amount  of  the  fums  drawn  by  Mr.  Louis, 
late  afting  Naval  Officer  at  Calcutta,  for  the  fhips 
under  the  orders  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  diftin- 
guifhing  the  different  heads  under  which  the  fame 
has  been  difburfed,  and  offering  fuch  obferva- 
tions  upon  each  head  of  expenditure,  as  arife  out 
of  the  examination  of  the  documents  in  this  office. 

«  In 
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tt  In  obedience  to  their  Lordfhips'  directions, 
fignified  by  Sir  Evan's  Letter  of  the  24th  Septem- 
ber, 1803,  we  alfo  cnclofe  a  ftatement  of  the  ir- 
regularities which  appear  upon  the  mufter-books 
of  his  Majefty's  fhip  Romney,  ending  2d  June, 
1803,  when  fhe  was  paid  off(B.  2.);  and  their 
Lordfhips  having  directed  us,  by  Sir  Evan  Ne- 
toean's  Letter  of  the  30th  December,  1803,  to 
Rate  every  circumftance  refpefting  the  repairs 
both  of  the  Senfible  and  Romney,  and  alfo  the 
expenditure  and  fupply  of  ftores  on  board  of 
thofe  fhips,  that  have  come  to  our  knowledge  du- 
ring the  inveftigatioh  of  the  Surveyor  of  the 
Navy  and  the  Commiflioners  and  Officers  at 
Chatham,  or  from  any  other  enquiries  or  exami- 
nations that  have  taken  place  in  confequence  of 
their  Lordfhips'  directions,  we  requeft  you  will 
pleafe  to  {late  to  their  Lordfhips  as  follows  :— 

ROMNEY. 

*  The  bills  for  the  purchafe  of  the  ftores  for 
refitting,  present  ufe,  in  lieu,  and  fea  ftore,  have 
been  referred  to  the  Officers  of  Deptford-yard, 
to  report  their  opinion  thereon,  and  to  ftate  where- 
in the  quantities  of  the  refpective  articles  have  ex- 
ceeded the  proper  proportion  for  the  several  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  demanded ;  and  their 
Report  (No.  1.),  is  annexed. 

«  The  Boatfwain's  and  Carpenter's  ftores  pur- 
chafed  at  Calcutta  appear  to  exceed  the  allowed 
proportion  for  a  50  gun  fliip  for  foreign  fervice, 
the  quantity  stated  in  account  (No.  2),  the  value 
of  which,  at  Calcutta  prices,  amounts  to* 

«  The 

*  *t"6  tffc  attiottnt  oF  fro  1 4  rupees,  or  £.1  bfcB  ioj.  \&. 
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«  The  excefsi  in  her  fails,  as  well  in  the  efla- 
blifhed  number,  as  in  the  quantity  of  canvas  for 
making  them,  is  ftated  in  No.  3  * :  With  refpect  to 
the  observations  made  by  the  Deptford  Officers  on 
the  fupply  of  anchors  and  cables  at  Calcutta  t,  we 
have  to  obferve  that,  of  four  anchors  returned  (one 
of  which  was  put  on  board  on  her  arrival  in  the 
Downs),  three  were  marked  with  the  King's  mark ; 
and,  of  the  eight  cables  returned  (one  of  which 
was  alfo  put  on  board  on  her  arrival  in  the 
Downs),  five  proved  to  have  been  made  in  the 
King's  yards,  and  the  other  three  had  been  cut  up 
in  Chatham-yard,  and  remanufactured  before  the 
enquiry  took  place. 

"  To  thefe  reports  we  have  to  add,  that  the 
Romney  was  completed  in  her  Jiores  to  a  twelve- 
month's proportion  in  November  i8oOj  and  not- 
withftanding  (he  was  fupplied  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  February  1801,  with  the  ftores  as  pet- 
account,  No.  4  J,  it  appears  that  ftores  to   the 

amount 

*  To  the  amount  of  4607  rupees,  or  £.614  5/.  41*'. 

f  Four  anchors  of  49  cwt.  are  allowed  to  50-gun  <hips,  and 
one  bower  and  1  coafting,  in  addition  for  the  Eaft  Indies.  '  it 
'  feems  extraordinary  to  want  nearly  the  <wbole  of  them  at  one 
'  time.' 

«  Eight  cables  and  1  cOaftingare  allowed  to  50-gun  (hips, 

*  Five  cables  appear  to  have  txfen  fupplied  at  this  time. 

«  Deptford  Officers.' 
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667  yards. 

82 
1823  fathoms. 
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amount  of  eleven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  six  pounds,  per  vouchers,  Nos.  2,  5,  6, 
and  9,  were  purchafed  for  her  at  Calcutta,  in  No- 
vember and  December  1801,  which  exceed  in 
quantity  a  twelvemonth's  proportion,  to  the  amount, 
at  the  Calcutta  prices,  of  one  thousand  six 

HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-TWO  POUNDS  SEVEN- 
TEEN shillings  and  ten-pence,  as  ftated  in 
Accounts,  Nos.  2  and  3,  besides  the  ftores  in  lieu, 
which  coft  two  tboufand  three  hundred  pounds,  per 
vouchers,  Nos.  3  and  7,  and  the  ftores  under  the 
head  of  prefent  ufe,  and  for  refitting  the  fhip, 
amount  to  £.346,  as  per  Vouchers,  Nos.  4  and  8. 
"  On  examining  the  accounts,  we  have  been 
forcibly  ftruck  with  the  following  circumftances, 
independent  of  the  Deptford  Officer's  report  and 
obfervations  :  namely,  on  the  1st  October,  18015 
forty  hundred  wei ght  of  junk  is  ftated  to 
have  been  purchafed  to  make /pun-yarn,  and  six 
hundred  weight  for  the  ufe  of  the  carpenter, 
notwithftanding  it  appears,  by  Mr.  Louis's  ac- 
count of  Sales  (Nos.  14  and  15),  four  cables, 
two  messengers,  and  ten  lots  of  running 
rigging  were  fent  on  fliore  to  Mr.  Louis,  and 
me  appears  to  have,  been  fupplied  with  six 
thousand  four  hundred  fathoms  of  new  rope 
of  various  fizes,  in  lieu,  and  to  replace  the  faid 
rigging;  and  it  alfo  appears  that,  in  order  to  ac- 
count for  the  price  charged  (%s.  %d.  per  yard) 
for  the  new  canvas  purchafed  to  make  sails  (in- 
cluding eight  for  the  large  cutter)  the  making,  the 
bolt  rope,  the  marline,  the  spun-yarn,  the  points, 
the  robins,  Sec.  are  comprehended,  for  which 
purpofes  the  condemned  cables  and  rigging 
OUGHT  to  have  been  applied,  and  that  at  leaft 

SOMS 
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some  of  the  points,  robins,  &c.  from  the  old 
fails,  might  have  been  ujed  again. 

"  Notwithftanding  fails  of  every  defcription  arc 
purchafed  at  Calcutta,  in  fome  inftances  exceed- 
ing even  a  proportion  allowed  for  the  ftation  on 
which  (he  was  employed,  as  is  more  particularly 
pointed  out  in  account  No.  3  *),  and,  confequently, 
all  the  fails  stated  in  Mr.  Louis's  account  of  fales, 
(No.  14),  remaining  on  the  Boat/wain 's  charge  for 
converlion,  before  they  were  fent  on  fhore  to  Mr. 
Louis,  we  find  one  hundred  yards  of  old  canvas 
were  then  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Boat 
fwain,  and  fifty  yards  of  old  and  fifty  yards 
of  half-worn  canvas,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Carpenter.  The  100  yards  of  old  canvas  just 
mentioned,  appear  in  the  demand  figned  by  the 
Captain,  Ma/ier,  and  Boat/wain ;  and  the  Boat- 
fwain  has  given  a  receipt  for  the  fame,  in  Voucher 
No.  4,  the  latter,  however,  fpeaking  only  from 
memory,  and  a  confiderablediltance  of  time,  de- 
clared on  oath  at  Chatham,  before  Sir  William 
Rule  and  Commiflioner  Hope,  (a  copy  of  which 
affidavit  was  fent  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  with  our 
letter  of  5th  July  laft),  that  he  had  neither  demanded 
nor  had  he  been fupplied with  any  zvom  canvas  at 
Calcutta.  Independently  of  a  quarter-deck  awn- 
ing, which,  by  the  expence  book  appears  to  have 
been  made  on  the  18th  June,  1801,  of  200  yards, 
of  No.  3,  with  a  curtain  for  the  same,  from  84 
yards  of  No.  6,  and  a  poop  awning,  on  the  6th 
Auguft,  of  130  yards  of  new  canvas,  No.  5,  we 
find  purchafed  at  Calcutta,  in  November  1801, 
(voucher  No.  2),  of  new  European  canvas, 

1  fet 

*  In  all  three  thou/and  three  hundred  and  Jixty -jive  yard*. 
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t  set  pf  awnings  of        .         .841  yards 
Besides  a  quarter-deck  and  poop 

awning  of          ...  320 

1  awning  for  launch         .  70 

2  _ — large  cutter  1 20 

1  !.,          —  fmall  cutter  40 

42  /and  bags               .          ,  42 

120  boats  fencers        ,         .  80 


Total  1513 
at  3 j.  %d.  per  yard,  which  is  the  same  price  as 
is  charged  for  the  Jails  complete,  with  polt  rop, 
points,  &c  as  before  ftated,  SEVENTY-THREE 
POUNDS  is  alfo  charged/or  a  SMOKE-SAIL*! !! 
The  Boatfwain  had  fix  awnings  on  board;  when  his 
remains  were  furveyed  there  were  alfo  purchafed 
For  awning  curtains         -         -  233  yards 

For  wind-fails         -         -         -  316 

For  hammock-cloths,  in  two  sets,  *       1509 

2058  yar<ds 
at  3*.  4^.  per  yard ;  and  moreover,  524  yards  of 
canvas  in  350  fmall  portmanteaus,  and  963  yards 
jn  352  large  portmanteaus, at  3^.4*/.  per  yard, 
the  application  or  ufe  of  which  we  are  at  a  lojs  to 
guefs,  as  it  appears  by  the  Boatfwajn's  remains, 
taken  atSheernefs,  in  November,  1800,  that  there 
were  then  289  havrefacks  for  her  men's  clothes 
remaining  on  his  charge,  and  we  conclude  tfyat 
the  men  on  board  were  then  amply  fupplied,  from 
00  more  having  been  demanded  when  her  ftores 
#ere  completed  for  foreign  fervice;  befides  which, 
we  find  eight  bolts  of  European  canvas  cbarge4  in 

the 

*  About  fix  yards  fquare,  to  be  hoi/led  when  the  fhip 
was  at  anchor,  and  riding  head  to  wind,  to  prevent  the  fmoke 
of  the  galley  from  blowing  aft  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  i» 
ufually  made  of  any  old  canvas. 
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the  Ship-builder's  bill  for  making  fcreens  for  the 
Officers'  cabins,  and  rudder  coats.  There  is 
ftated  to  have  been  purchafed  648  new  canya$ 
hammocks,  at  13*.  ±d.  each;  yet  we  find  fixteeij 
old  hammocks  purcbafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Boat- 
fwain,  at  5*.  4,d.  each,  when  53  hammocks  ar$ 
ftated  to  have  been  relumed  in  lieu,  and  which  ap- 
pear to  have  been  replaced  with  others  at  13^.  4^. 
each,  by  the  accounts. 

"  In  the  annexed  Statement,  (No.  13,)  made  by 
the  Officers  of  Portfmouth  yard  on  minutely  exa- 
mining the  Boatfwain's  expence-book,  (which  cor» 
refponds  with  the  counterpart  delivered  by  the  Capr- 
tain,)  various  articles  of  stores  to  a  very  large 
amount  are  faid  to  have  been  expended  in  ths 
most  extraordinary  manner,  and  not  notic- 
ed in  the  log ;  to  which  zve  reqneft  their  J^ord/Lips' 
particular  attention,  more  efpecially  to  the  items 
of  expenditure  on  the  following  days,  with  th$ 
remarks  made  thereon  by  the  Portfmouth  Officers, 
and  to  the  circumftances  connected  therewith 
as  ftated  in  the  log,  and  in  the  Captain's  and  Licit- 
tenant's  journals,  viz. 

16th  July,  180Q, 

15th  September,     mi... 

24th  September,  <*■ 

10th  November,   -r-. — 

t  gth  January,      4801, 

Ugth  March,  ■■■    .,>• 

4th  May,  — ■ — 

1 2th  July,  — — 

65th  July,  ****- 

24th  Auguft,         fw  an<J 

2 2d  September,   

In  addition  to  the  above  we  have  to  notice,  that 
bytbc  logon  the  11th  Auguft,  1801,  *  it  is  ftated, 

•  that, 
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c  that,  in  heaving  up  the  bcft  bower,  at  five  A.  M. 
*  carried  away  the  meflenger  and  all  the  Hoppers, 
«  and  upftt  the  bitts,  cut  the  cable  in  the  splice, 

*  at  fix  a.m: 

"  The  Boatfwain  expends  this  cable  on  the  1 2th, 
ftating  it  to  have  been  parted  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  we  have  called  on  the  Carpenter  to  ftate 
how  the  accident  happened  to  the  bitts,  what  damage 
they  fujlained)  and  where  the  fame  was  made  good-, 
but  have  not  been  able  to  gain  the  defired  infor- 
mation, as  he  reprefents  himfelf  (No.  5)  to  have 
been  ill  in  his  cot  at  the  time.  We  neverthelefs 
think  it  proper  to  remark,  that  there  is  no  expence 
of  ftores  of  any  kind  made  by  the  Carpenter  on 
account  of  repairing  the  bitts;  nor  do  they  appear 
to  have  been  repaired  by  the  log;  neither  does  it 
appear  to  have  been  done  by  the  Merchant-builder 
at  Calcutta.  We  have  been  equally  unfuccefsful 
in  gaining  any  explanation  on  this  fubject  from  the 
Boatfwain ;  who,  however,  on  being  called  upon 
to  ftate  what  became  of  the  remainder  of  'the  cable 
which  his  expence-book  faid  was '  parted,'  and 
the  log'  cut  in  the  splice,' has  declared  (No. 6), 
(notwithftanding  he  had  previoufly  depofed  on  oath, 
at  Chatham,  before  Sir  William  Rule  and  Com- 
miffioner  Hope,  that  he  knew  of  no  improper  expen- 
diture of  fores),  that  the  remainder  was  used  for 
caulking  the  ship;*  and  that  Mr.  Davis,  the 
Firft  Lieutenant,  hindered  him  from  taking  a  receipt 
for  it  from  Meffrs.  Hudfon  and  Co.  the  Ship-build- 
ers,    ALLEDGING    THAT    IT  WAS  ALL  EXPENDED. 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  the  anchor 
expended  is  of  50  cwt.  1  qr.  and  that,  by  Sheerness 

Officer's 

*  In  Hudfon  and  Bacon's  bill  there  is  a  charge  of  249  rupees 
for  oakum,  to  which  is  modeftly  added  ao  per  cent,  as  thui 

?X.OriT  ON  THE  PRIME  COST  1  !  I 
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Officer's  report,  it  appears  fhe  had  only  one  an- 
chor of  50  cwt.  on  board  when  fhe  failed  for  In- 
dia, which  was  afterwards  returned  at  Chatham  ; 
and  it  no  where  appears  that  any  anchor  of  that 
weight  was  purchafed,  nor  that  the  one  faid  to  be 
loft  was  recovered  !  ! 

"  Mr.  Louis  has  tranfmitted  accounts  of  fales 
by  public  au£tion,  Nos.  14  and  15,  herewith  for- 
warded, of  various  ftores  fent  on  fhore  to  him 
from  the  Romney.  In  thefe  accounts  there  is  no 
mention  of  the  two  anchors  of  28  and  27  cwt. 
faid  to  have  been  returned  at  Calcutta.  Although 
no  receipt  is  produced  from  Mr.  Louis  for  thefe 
anchors,  for  the  reafon  ftated  in  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham's  Certificate,  viz.  his  being  ahfent  from  Cal- 
cutta when  they  were  fent  onfhore,  we  judge  it  necef- 
fary  to  write  to  Mr.  Louis  to  enquire  after  thenu 

"  On  examining  Meflrs.  Hudfon  and  Co.'s  bills 
for  the  repairs  of  the  fhip,  we  find  a  charge  made 
for  oakum  for  caulking,  notwithftanding  the  large 
quantities  of  old  cables  and  cordage,  fent  out  of 
the  fhip  *. 

"  The  Boatfwain,  on  being  further  interrogated, 
if  any  fimilar  tranfatlions  with  refpecl:  to  the  expen- 
diture of  any  other  defcription  of  ftores  had  taken 
place,  has  anfwered  (No.  7),  that  he  had  not  at- 
tended any  returns  of  fores,  nor  does  he  know  in 
what  manner  the  new  ones  were  purchafed,  as  the 

NOTES  ALWAYS  CAME  TO  THE  FlRST  LIEUTE- 
NANT. 

"  We  cannot  help  noticing,  in  this  part  of  the 

examination,  that  it  appears  in  the  Portfmouth 

D  Officer's 

*  And  they  might  have  added,  'without  running  much  rijh  of 
being  fuppofed  to  ba<ve  acted  under  the  influence  of  *  the  rf.icn  of 
terror,'  the  remains  of  the boiuer- cable ;  ivbicb  tuere  de/i<veted  tt 
Hudfon  and  Bacon  by  the  direction  of  the  Firft-JJeuUnant  Mr.  Davis. 


si 


Officer's  remarks  on  26th  May,  1801,  (No.  13), 
there  was  expended  between  the  period  of  her  outfit, 
v\z.from  8tb  Dec.  1800,  1025th  May,  1801,  an  ex- 
cefs  of  the  ftorcs  therein  particularized,  more  than 
a  -proportion  for  twelve  months,  as  dated  in  No.  8*, 
and  the  Boatfwain  appears  to  have  expended,  be- 
fore he  received  any  fupply  of  thefe  articles,  more 
than  were  oh  his  charge,  as  ftated  in  No.  gt. 
"  The  Officers  of  Chatham-yard  having  no- 
ticed the  very  great  quantity  of  rope  expended  on 
account  of  seizing,  tailing,  and  {trapping,  we  have 
subjoined  an  account  thereof  (No.  10),  which,  in 
the  f pace  of  14  months,  has  amounted  to  no  less 

THAN    THREE   THOUSAND  SIX    HUNDRED  fathoms 

of  various  iizes;  neverthelefs,  if  the  whole  of  these 
enormous  and  extraordinary  expences  are  al- 
lowed, there  will  remain  a  debt  for  ftores,  on  a 
ftatement  made  by  the  Boatfwain's  account,  be- 
tween 8 th  July,  1800,  and  Zth  February,  1802, 
of  no  lefs  a  fum  than  FIVE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-TWO 
POUNDS  EIGHT  SHILLINGS  AND,FOUR- 
PENCE,  of  which  the  Boatfwain  can  give  no  fur- 
ther account;  but  he  has  produced  in  his  justi- 
fication a  certificate  of  his  character  from  Sir 
Home  Popham,  (No.  1 1)  J. 


No.  8.  *Canvas 
Rope 
Twine 
Tallow 
Junk 
Talking 

No.  9  f  Canvas 
Rope 
Junk 


"We 

469  yards, 
fathoms, 
pounds. 


100  ■ 

29  cwt. 
700  fathoms. 


.         376  yards. 

690  fathoms  of  various  fizes. 
4  cwt. 

%  «  That  HE  HAD  DISCHARGED  his  duty  as  eecominc 
«  A  WORTHY  GOOD  OFFICER!!!'  The  certificate  is 
dated  the  2d  of  June,  1803  ;  the  examination  by  Sir  Wm.  Rule, 
&c.  at  Cliatham,  took  place  on  the  18th  of  May  preceding. 
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*c  We  are  unable  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  prices  charged  for  the  articles  fup- 
plied,  not  having  the  means  of  learning  their  va- 
lue, excepting  fuch  articles  as  appear  in  Mr. 
Louis's  Accounts  of  Sales  of  the  Stores  returned 
from  the  Romney,  Nos.  14  and  15,  wherein  it  ap- 
pears, that  eighty-five  hammocks  are  fold  for 
two  rupees  and  one  anana,  whilft,  in  Mr.  Louis's 
bill,  old  hammocks  are  charged  at  two  rupees 
each!  In  Mr.  Louis's  bill, junk  is  charged  at  28 
rupees  the  cwt.  whilft,  for  three  cables  returned 
from  the  fhip,  credit  is  given  for  an  average  of 
ten  rupees  and  ten  ananas  only  the  cwt  ;  old  canvas 
is  charged  at  8  ananas,  or  i6d.  per  yard,  whilft 
by  Mr.  Louis's  account,  the  fails  returned  from 
the  Romney  were  fold  for  less  than  three  far- 
things peryard,  and  excepting  alfo  the  price  of 
the  vinegar,  which  we  are  informed  by  the  Com- 
miffioners  for  Victualling  is  furnifhed  by  their 
Contractors  to  the  fhips  in  want  thereof  at  Cal- 
cutta for  £.38.  $s.  $d.  per  ton,  whilft  the  charge 
for  two  tons  of  Vinegar,purchafed  for  the  Romney, 

is     ONE     HUNDRED     AND     SIXTY-SEVEN     POUNDSr    ! 

eight  shillings.  It  appears,  likewife,  that  a  ) 
charge  of  £.1575  is  made  by  Meflrs.  Hudfon  and 
Bacon  for  the  hire  of  a  brig  and  three  (loops,  and 
for  budgrow  and  boat  hire  for  the  reception  of 
ftores,  and  the  accommodation  of  workmen,  while 
the  fhip  was  refitting,  for  tranfporting  guns,  an- 
chors, fhot,  fick  people,  officers,  and  men  on 
duty,  condemned  ftores,  entered  men  and  de- 
ferters,  to  and  from  Diamond  Harbour,  and  for 
two  boats,  of  the  propriety  of  which  we  have  no 
means  of  judging,  further  than  that  it  appears  in 
the  account  for  the  repairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany's fhips  that  there  is  likewife  a  very  heavy 
charge  for  (loop  and  boat  hire,  which  has  been 
D  2  allowed 
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allowed  by  the  Marine  Board.  In  addition  to 
what  has  been  before  dated,  we  beg  leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  we  find  the  articles  now  in  ftore,  which 
were  returned  at  Chatham  (No.  12),  do  not  cor- 
refpond  with  the  dimenjions  or  Jize  charged  in 
Meffrs.  Hudfon  and  Bacon's  bills  ;  and  we  mult 
alfo  notice,  that  the  demands  for  the  Boat- 
swain's and  Carpenter's  ftores  for  the  Rom- 
ney,  are  dated  1st  October,  1801,  and  every 
article  therein  contained  is  inferted  m  the  Boat- 
fwain  and  Carpenter's  Supply  Books,  and  the  Cap- 
tain's counterparts  thereof,  notwithstanding  it  ap- 
pears by  the  log,  12th  November,  1 801,  that  ftores 
were  returned,  not  being  able  to  ftow  them,  none 
of  which  have,  however,  been  taken  out  of  the 
Boatfwain's  and  Carpenter's  receipts,  nor  the  value 
deducted  from  Messrs.  Hudfon  and  Bacon's  billsy 
in  which  are  retained  every  article  inferted  in  the 
demands,  and  what  appears  not  lefs  extraordinary, 
are  the  demands  for  fundry  ftores  for  the  Boat- 
fwain  and  Carpenter,  vouchers  Nos.  5  and  9,  figned 
by  the  Captain,*  Ma/ler,  Boat/wain,  and  Carpenter, 
(fubfequent  to  the  return  of  ftores  above  alluded 
to)  for  which  the  Boatfwain  and  Carpenter  have 
given  receipts  annexed  to  the  faid  vouchers,  dated 
§d  December,  whrlft  the  Bills  for  the  amount  there- 
of, in  zvhich  they  are  all  particularized,  are  dated 
tot h November,  twenty-four  dayssE fore  the  de- 
mands   WERE    MADE    FOR   THEM,  and   tO    which 

bills  are  attached  the  fame  fort  of  certificates  from 
the  merchants,  as  are  found  to  the  other  bills,  re- 
fpecting  their  having  been  purchafed  at  the  market 
price,  none  of  which  ftores  are  noticed  as  having 
been  received  on  boards  either  by  the  log-book,  or 
journals,  nor  has  the  Boatfwain  debited  bimfelf 
ivitb  the  European  Cable  therein  charged  at  five 

hundred 
*  SIR  HOME  POFHAM. 
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hundred  and  ninety  two  pounds  eight  Jhillings,  nor  is 
the  receipt  thereof  noticed,  in  either  h  i  s,  or  t  h  £  C  a  p- 
tain's  Supply  Book.  With  refpect  to  the  repair 
of  the  faid  fhip,  and  that  of  the  boats,  it  will  ap- 
pear by  the  account  of  the  Chatham  Officers,  here- 
with sent,  marked  (A.  No.  5,  A.  No.  1.8  **) 
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SENSIBLE. 

**  The  bills  for  the  purchafe  of  the  ftores 
for  refitting,  prefent  ufe,  in  lieu,  and  fea  ftore 
for  this  fhip,  have  alfo  been  referred  to  Deptford 
Officers  to  report  their  opinion  thereon,  and  to 
flate  wherein  the  quantities  of  the  refpe&ive 
articles  have  exceeded  the  proper  proportion 
for  the  feveral  purpofes  for  which  they  were  de- 
manded, and  by  their  report  it  appears  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

"  The  rope,  Sec.  expended  in  the  outfit,  exceed 
the  allowed  proportion  for  a  32  gun  (hip,  the 
quantities  ftated  in  account  No.  1*. 

"  The  excefs  in  her  fails,  as  well  in  the  eftar 
blifhed  number  as  in  the  quantity  of  canvas  for 
making  them,  as  ftated  in  No.  2"h 

"  The  feveral  coils  of  rope  and  articles  of  Boat- 
fwain's  ftores  exceed  a  proportion  for  twelve 
months  foreign  fervice,  notwithftanding  the  order 
from  Sir  Home  Popham,  direfts  only  fix  months 
ftores  to  be  taken  on  board,  as  ftated  in  No.  3  J. 

"  And  the  feveral  articles  of  Carpenter's  ftores 
exceed  a  proportion  for  twelve  months^  as  ftated  in 
No.  4$. 

"In  addition  to  which  the  Officers  have  re- 
marked, that  it  appears  to  them  extraordinary 
that  all  her  bower  anchors,  as  well  as  five  cables, 
Ihould  have  been  exchanged  at  one  time;  which 
is,  however,  explained  by  Captain  Saufe,  (No.  5,) 
but    it  does  not    appear    whether  any  of  thefe 

anchors 


*  Value  13,779  rupees,  °r £-1,837  4-f- 
■f  Value  5610  rupees,  or^.748 
%  Value  4390  rupees,  or  ^.585  6s.  $d. 
$  Value  ,5255  rupees,  or  £.700  13s,  ^d. 
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anchors  were  received  by  the  acting  naval  officer, 
no  account  having  been  yet  received  from  him 
with  respect  to  them. 

"  With  respect  to  the  demands  made  by  Cap- 
tain Saufe  on  the  afting  naval  officer  for  ftores, 
we  have  to  obferve,  that  the  Senlible,  when  fhe 
failed  from  the  Downs,  on  28th  November,  1800, 
was  completed  to  a  32  gun  fhip's  proportion  of 
ftores  for  for eignferviee,  and  received  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  in  February,  1801,  the  Boat- 
fwain  and  Carpenter's  ftores  ftated  in  No.  6  *. 

"  On  examining  the  papers  received  from 
Captain  Saufe,  and  the  account  of  ftores  purchafed 
at  Calcutta,  we  have  been  forcibly  ftruck  with 
the  following  circumftances,  in  addition  to  what 
has  been  pointed  out  by  Deptford  Officers  :  notwith- 
standing the  ffiip  was  completely  refitted  in  every 
article  of  Handing  and  running  rigging,  and  fup- 
plied  with  five  cables,  and  confequently,  the 
cables  and  rigging  which  were  enumerated  in  the 
account  of  fales.  No.  13,  and  14't,  remained  for 

D  3  conver- 

*  Canvas         .         ..         *  622   yards. 

Rope              .          .         .  1,400  fathoms. 

Main-top-fail         .         .  1 

Gallant-  ftay-  fail  1 

Middle-ftay-fail      .         .  1 

Fore -top  mart                    .  1 

Main-top-gallant-maft    .  1 

And  a  variety  of  other  articles. 

f  Among  other  items  therein  ftated  to  have  been  fold,  were 
four  cables,  viz. 

Fathoms.  inches.         cwt.   qrs.    lbs.  , 

1   of     81       of      17!  39      3        5*j 

1         100  ioi  16110  1  which  averaged  under 

1         100  i6±         45      1     20  j    ten  rupees  per  cwt. 

1         100  nf         47     3      17  J 

Alfo  41  lots  of  ftanding  and  running  rigging. 
By  thefe    accounts  of  fales,  it  moreover  appears,  that,  as  well 
<£  her  fails  and  rigging,  the  guns  alfo  were  fold,  as   follows :— r 

iran 
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converlion  before  they  were  fent  to  Mr.  Louis ; 
there  is  ftated  to  have  been  purchafed  thirty 
hundred  weight  of  junk  for  the  Boatfwain, 

TWO     HUNDRED       WEIGHT     OF    JUNK,    and     TWO 

hundred  weight  of  oak  u  m,  for  the  Carpenter, 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-ONE  COILS  OF  SPUN 
YARN,andsix  HUNDRED  FATHOMS  OF  OLD  ROPE, 

as  ftated  in  No.  7*. 

"  Independently  of  which  it  appears,  the  (ails 
were  purchafed  complete  with  points  and  robins, 
and  a  price  paid  for  them  accordingly;  notwith- 
ftanding  there  was  purchafed  for  her  more  than 
the  extra  portion  of  fails  allowed  for  the  Eaft  In- 
dia ftation  (as  ftated  in  No.  2),  and  confequently 
all  her  old  fails  remained  to  be  difpofed  of,  as 
appears  by  Mr.  Louis's  account  of  the  fale  thereof, 
after  they  were  fent  to  him,  Nos.  13  and  14 1,  we 
find  18  bolts  of  new  country  canvas  were 
purchafed  FOR  PARCELLING  THE  RIG- 
GING, and  new  European  canvas?  for  making 
480  hammocks,  1 1  hammock-cloths,  1 1  cots,  a  com- 
plete fuit  of  awnings  for  the  fhip,  with  curtains, 
6  awnings  and  jfo<?  coverings  for  boats ;  fore,  main, 
and  mizen  windfalls,  bag  for  colours,  and  a 
smoke  sail,  as  well  as  30  yards  of  half  worn 
canvas  for  the  Carpenter,  and  40 yards  of  old 
canvas  for  the  Boatfwain,  as  ftated  in  No.  7,  the 

total 

iron  guns,  with  carriages,  i 6  nine-pounders,  weighing  each  about  2  7 
cwt.  at  100  rupees  each,  or  ,£13.  6s.  %d.  for  each  gun  and 
carriage;  and  4  fix-pounders  for  100  rupees  each  ;  at  the  fame 
lime,  s°  tons  °f  iron  ballaft  'were  purchafed  for  her,  at  100  rupees 
per  ton,  and  (be  carriages  alone  for  28  twelve- pounders,  taken  en 
board  in  lieu,  are  charged  at  120  rupees  each,  being  20  rupees 
MORE  than  the  nine-pounders  rwereJoldfori  'with  their  carriages,  &c, 

*  Value  $,858  rupees,  or  £.1,181  is.  $d. 

f  By  thefe  accounts  of  fales  it  appears,  that  FOURTSBN  lots  of 
ftils  were  fold  at  lefs  than  a  penny  per  yard. 
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total  amount  of  all  thefe  accounts,  is  dated  in 
No.  8*. 

«  We  are  unable  to  form  any  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  the  prices  charged  for  the  arti- 
cles fupplied,  not  having  the  means  of  learning  their 
value,  excepting  fuch  articles  as  appear  in  Mr. 
Louis's  account  of  fales,  Nos.  13  and  14,  wherein? 
k  appears,  that  eighty-four  old   hammocks 
were  fold  for  one  rupee  and  twelve  ananas.     Irt 
Mr.  Louis's  bill,  junk  fupplied  the   Senfible  is 
charged  at  20  rupees  the  cwt.,  whilft  the  cables 
which  were  returned  from  her  were  fold  for  less 
than  half  that  sum;  and  in  Mr.  Louis's  bill, 
old  canvas  is  charged  at  eight  ananas,  or  i6d. 
per  yard,  whilft   the  Senfible's  fails  which  were 
lent  to  him  appear  to  have  been  fold  for  less 
than   a  penny  per  yard;  and  excepting  alfo 
the  price  of  vinegar,  which  we  are  informed  by 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Victualling  is  furnifhed 
by  their  Contractor  to  the  fhips  in  want  thereof 
at  Calcutta  at  thirty-  eight  pounds  Jive  Jbillings  and 
jive  pence  per  ton,  whilft  the  charge  of  one  tun  of 
vinegar  (exclufive  of  the  cafk),  in  Mr.  Louis's  ac« 
count,  is  no  lefs  than   eighty    three  pounds 
fourten  shillings.  Meffrs.  Hudfon  and  Bacon's 
charge  for  floop  and  boat-hire  for  this  fliip,  is  on 
the  fame Jcale  as  that  of  the  Romney,  and  fubject,  of 
courfe,  to  a  similar  remark.     To  the    above  ob-» 

fervations 


Sicca  Rupees. . 

itias.  Pice. 

*  No.    1     . 

• 

•     •      13.779 

14     9 

2     . 

• 

.      .        5,610 

10     0 

3     • 

• 

.      .       4.39° 

10     e 

S     • 

• 

•      •        5>*S5 

6      0 

7     • 

* 

.     .        S,8j8 

0     0 

Total     .     . 

•      •     37»«94 

8      9 

Or  fterlinjj 

•     •  £'5}<>S* 

1  a j.   i|</. 
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fervations  we  have  only  to  add,  that  the  order  from 
Sir  Home  Popham  to  Captain  Saufe,  (No.  9,)  for 
the  repair  and  equipment  of  the  fhip*,  ftates  it  to 
have  been  undertaken  in  confequence  of  '  the  re- 
port of  the  Builder,  No.  10,  refpecting  the  wor- 
thiness of  the  Senfble  to  be  repaired  and  new  cop- 
pered, from  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Stoddart,  the 
Naval  Architect,  then  at  Calcutta,  that  Jhe  had 
thefineji  bottom  he  ever f aw,  and  his,  (Sir  Home 
Pop  ham's)   own  judgment,  after   a   minute 

examination    of     HER    TIMBERS    IN     DOCK}' 

whilft  by  Capt.  Saufe 's  letter,  No.  11,  and  the 
Builder's  letter  therein  mentionedt  (No.  12),  it  ap- 
pears that  the  alteration  in  her  eftablifhment  was 
not  only  determined  on,  before  that  examination 
took  place,but  that  the  majls  andyards, and  twofuits 
oj fails,  were  aclually  completed  for  her,  by  order 
of  Sir  Home  Popham,  as  a  %2-gunfbip, BEFORE 
SHE  HAD  ARRIVED  AT  CALCUTTA  ! ! ! 

"Meffrs.Hudfon  and  Bacon  have  charged  a  corn^ 
million  of  20/.  per  cent,  on  the  fum  of  173,580 
rupees,  or  21,697/.  10s.  the  amount  of  their  bill 
for  repairs,  &c.  of  the  two  mips ;  and  Mr.  Louis  has 
charged  a  commiffion  of  5  /.  per  c  ent.  on  the  amount 
of  all  his  difburfements.  The  former  appeared 
to  us,  on  the  firft  view  of  it,  to  be  a  mod  extra- 
vagant charge  ;  but  we  deem  it  proper  to  obferve, 

that 

*  The  order  to  Captain  Saufe  is  dated  the  ntb  of  OSIober, 
180 1,  the  furvey  having  been  held  the  preceding  day. 

f  "  Robert  Saufe,  Efq.  Commanding  H.  M.  S.  Senfible  : 
"  Sir, 

"  We  beg  to  inform  you  that,  agreeable  to  Sir  Home  Popbam's 
orders,  prior  to  your  arrival,  we  have  completed  a  fet  of 
majls,  jards,  and  two  fuits  of  fails,  to  the  dimenfions  of  a  3s 

GUN  SHIP. 

**  We  are,  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  obedient  Servants, 
Calcutta,  Sept.  1802.  "  HUDSON,  BACON,  and  Co. 
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that,  by  accounts  which  have  been  furnifhed  us  by 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  it  appears  that  it  is  the 
ufual  charge  made  by  Merchant  Ship-builders  in 
Calcutta,  lor  fimilar  repairs  and  fupplies  to  the 
Company's  or  private  mips;  and  that  it  is  approved 
by  the  Marine  Board  at  Calcutta.  With  refpe6t  to  » 
Mr.  Louis's  charge  of  5/.  per  cent,  for  his  com- 
miflion,  as  he  received  no  falary  or  other  allow- 
ance for  his  fervices,  but  appears  to  be  a  merchant, 
refident  at  Calcutta,  we  do  not  conlider  this  charge 
to  be  unreafonable.  At  the  fame  time  it  does  not 
appear  to  us,  as  Meffrs.  Hudfon  and  Co.  were  the 
perfons  who  furnifhed  the  ftores  and  performed 
the  repairs,  why  the  bills  for  their  payment  might 
not  have  been  drawn  by  the  refpe&ive  Captains, 
without  the  intervention  of  an  agent,  had  it  not 
been  that  Admiral  Rainier  had  appointed  Mr. 
Louis  to  a6l  as  naval  officer. 

"  The  obfervations  which  occur  to  us  on  Mr. 
Louis's  Cafh  Account,  from  the  belt  examination 
we  have  hitherto  been  able  to  make  of  it,  the 
vouchers  to  which  are  in  general  very  regular,  are 
as  follows,  (viz.) 

•<  Proper  vouchers  from  the  figning  Officers  of  siop  clothes 
the   Slops  purchafed,  having  been  received  on aa'  e  dlR£* 
board,  are  produced.     Mr.  Louis  has   been  di- 
rected to   fend  the  receipts  for  the  money  paid, 
which  he  has  omitted  to  do. 

"  Bills  of  particulars,  with  receipts  thereto,  and  .  ,RcP-»irs, 
certificates  irom  two  perlons  that  the  prices  there- and  materi- 
in  charged  were  the  current  prices  of  the  place,  stowf^aa 
and  produced  agreeably  to  regulation,  excepting  bol'ts"^' 
for  ftationary,  for  which  bills  of  particular,  with  paring  boats. 
receipts,  are  produced. 

"Some  certificates  are  produced;  the  fervice  P-iota$e. 
appears  generally  to  have  been  performed  by  the 

Company's 


Company's  eftabliflied  fervants  for  that  purpofc, 

Moorirg*,  and  the  receipts  are  all  figned  by  C.  Lane,  Acting 

tSj°!hh-  Marme   Paymafter.      Thefe  fervices  appear  to 

iMpciH&c.  have  been  performed  by  perfons  belonging  to  the 

Company ;  fome  certificates  are  produced ;   the 

bills  are  figned  by  Cuthbert  Thornhill,  Mafter- 

Attendant,  or  by  G.  French,  Affiftant  Deputy- 

Mafter   Attendant,  with   receipt  from   C.  Law, 

Aciing  Marine  Paymafter. 

Bounty.  "  Lifts  of  the  perfons  entitled  to  the  fame,  with 

certificates  from  the  Signing  Officer. 
Bo\nV!&L        "  Thefe  men  appear  to  have  been  lodged  and 
iing  of  vo"  viftualled  at  the  Marine  Hofpital,  at  the  rate  of 
Mte*".      one  and  a  half  rupees  per  day ;  lifts  containing  the 
names  of  the  men,  with  the  time  of  their  entry 
and  difcharge ;  alfo  the  certificates  from  the  Offi- 
cers of  the  Romney,  that   they  were   provided 
with  board  and  lodging,  and  a  receipt  from  the 
Agent  of  the  Sick  and  Wounded  at  Calcutta  for 
the  amount,  are  produced. 

"  We  deem  it  neceffary  to  ftate  further  to  their 
Lordftiips,  that  the  Report  has  been  formed  from 
the  documents  in  office,  without  our  having  called 
on  Sir  Home  Popham,  agreeably  to  our  ufual 
mode,  for  an  explanation  on  any  of  the  circum- 
stances referred  to  therein,  conceiving  it  to  have 
been  their  Lordfhips'  intention  that  we  Jhould 
proceed  in  this  manner. 

"  We  are,  Sir, 
*  Your  very  humble  fervants, 
{Signed)  "  A.  S.  HAMMOND. 

"  H.  DUNCAN. 
«  ].  HENSLOW. 
«  WM,  RULE. 
«  H.  HARMOOD- 
«•  S.  GAMBIER. 
"  F.  J.  HARTWELL, 
«  O,  MARKHAM." 
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After  having  read  this  Report,  it  is  fuppofed 
there  are  few  men  who  will  not  be  able  to  anfwer 
the  queftions  which  Sir  Home  Popham  had  the  te- 
merity to  put  to  the  late  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty* 
whilft  the  inveftigation  was  pending;*  and,  per- 
haps, there  are  few  men  who  will  not  afk,  why 
Sir  Home  has  not  been  brought  to  a  fevere  ac- 
count for  the  fcandalous  tranfaclions  developed 
in  this  Report.  That  fuch  a  reparation  to  the 
public  awaited  him  is  well  known,  and  that  it 
was  only  delayed  until  the  Navy  Board  mould 
have  made  their  report  on  his  fubfequent  expen- 
diture in  the  Red  Sea;  and  the  Commiffioners  of 
Enquiry  had  carefully  and  minutely  inveftiglted 
the  circumftances  of  thefe  extraordinary  charges 
upon  the  public. 

We  muft  repeat  what  we  have  before  obferved, 
that  this  Pamphlet  would  have  been  treated  with 
filent  contempt,  had  it  not  been  one  of  the  many 
means  by  which  the  character,  zeal,  and  energy 
of  the  late  Admiralty  Board  were  fecrctly  traduced 
and  mifreprefented.  Sir  Home  may  boail  of 
having  had  this  mare  in  the  honourable  em- 
ployment ;  and,  is  now,  in  fpite  of  the  fufty 
Report  of  the  Navy  Board,  become  a  Privy 
Counfellor,  and  diftmguifhed  leader  in  the  tiny 
war  of  catamarans  and  fire-worki ;;  and  has  fuc- 
ceeded  Sir    Sidney    Smith  in  the  command  of 

tkc 


*  Did  he  ever  appear  to  make  any  wanton  on  utmecefl&ry  ex- 
penditure of  ftores? 

Did  he  ever  appear  to  make  any  repairs,  at  any  one  time,  th*er 
Were  not  absolutely  neceilary  i 

Did,  he  ever  hear,  fee,  or  underftand,  that  any  one  aft  of  his,, 
either  in  the  interior  difeipline  of  the  fhip  he  commanded,  or  i» 
his  general  conduct,  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Red  Sea,  wa* 
iu  the  moil  trifling  degree-  impeachable  l 


4£ 

the   Antelope,  no  doubt,  with  a  view  of  having 
the   Boulogne     blockading   fquadron   under    hh 

orders. 

London, 
24/^  November,  1804. 


r.S. — Since  thefe   fheets   have  been  in   the 
prefs,  it  has  been   reported,    that  the  accounts 
of  Mr.   Spearman,    the   Acting   Naval    Officer, 
for   all   the    purchafes    therein    ftated    to    have 
been  made  for  the  mips   in  the  Red  Sea,   have 
been  paffed  hy  the  Navy  Board,  which,  if  true, 
will  no  doubt  be  confidered  as  a  gracious  Jet-off  to 
the  former  Report,  when  it  is  remembered,  that 
Sir  Home  has  admitted  himfelf  to  be,  in  a  certain 
degree,  refponfible  for  Mr.  Spearman's  acls,  from 
having   given   him  the  appointment;   and  it  is 
known.,  that   fo  far  from  Mr.   Spearman  having 
purchafed,  he  never faw  one  of  the  stores  enu- 
merated in  fome  of  the  formerly  rejected  vouchers, 
which,  in  fa£t,  were  deficient  of  the  proofs  to  ftamp 
their  authenticity,  or  the  necejfty  of  the  purchafes  *, 
that  are  indifpenfable,  to  draw  fupplies  of  ftores 
from  even  the  Kings  yards,  where  there  is  a  reft- 
dent  CommifBoner  of  the  Navy;  however,  it  muft 
be  confeffed,  that  this  accommodation  forms  a 
very  piclurefque  contrail  with  the  ungracious  and 

uncon- 

*  The  approbation  of  the  Officer  commanding  the  fquadron. 
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unconditutional  condufl:  of  the  late  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, in  directing  that  thefe  expenditures  fhould 
be  minutely  inveftigated. 


Ex  i  rafts 
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Extraetsfrom  the  lloatsxcain's  Exjjcttcc  Book,  tht  Ship's  Log,  and  Sir 


Time  when. 


Stores  expended,  as  per  Boatswain's 
Expence  Book. 


1800. 

Aug.  16'Blown  away  in  a  squall,  ~)  Studding-sail 
by  the  boom's  being  >  fore,  one  in 
carried  away,  j      number. 

Ditto,  at  the  same  time  1  Studding-sail, 
by  the  boom  and  >  fore-top,  one 
haulyards  breaking   )    in  number. 


Sept.  15 


24 


By  whose 
orders. 


By    order 

of  the 
Captain 


Blown  away  in  a  squall,  by  the  boom's 
breaking : 

Fore-studding-sail,  one  in  number 
Main  ditto     .     .     one 
Fore-top  ditto     .     one 
Main-top  ditto    .     one 


Ditto 


Blown  away  in  squall,  by  the  boom's 

breaking : 
Main-top-mast-studding-sail,    one    in 

number 


Ditto 
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Home  Popkam's  Journals,  referred  to  in  the  Navy  Board  Report* 
REMARKS. 


15th  August,  by  the  log,  blew  away  one  signal-flag,  No.  4, 
not  noticed  or  expended  in  the  Boatswain's  expence  book. 

"  The  log  says,  on  the  14th,  at  12  h.  5  m.  P.  M.  set  th» 
lower,  top-mast,  and  top-gallant  studding-sails;  out  all 
reefs,  carried  away  the  fore,  and  fore  top-mast  studding-sail, 
by  the  boom's  breaking.  Lieut.  Henry  Davis's  journal  does 
not  mention  any  thing  of  the  above  accident." — Portsmouth 
Officers. 

"  The  Carpenter  expends  a  jib-boom  on  this  day,  springs  the  fore- 
top-gal/ant-mast,  and  carries  away  one  studding-sail-boom,  and 
three  studding-sail-yards.  The  Captains  journal  does  not  mention 
any  accident  whatever  having  happened  on  this  day." — Navy  Board. 

"  We  beg  to  remark,  that  the  log,  on  the  l6th  of  August, 
between  12  and  4  P.  M.  '  blowed  away  the  main-top-gal- 
lant royal,  by  the  pole  breaking,  and  at  5  P.  M.  carried 
away  the  fore  and  mizen  royals,  by  the  poles  breaking ;  it 
blowing  fresh,  was  obliged  to  cut  away  the  wreck.'  Lieu- 
tenant Davis's  journal  does  not  notice  these  circumstances, 
nor  does  the  Boatswain  make  any  expence  on  the  above  ac- 
cidents. On  the  same  day  the  log  blows  away  a  red  en- 
sign, which  is  not  noticed  in  the  Boatswain's  expence." — 
Portsmouth  Officers. 

"  The  Captain's  Journal  does  not  mention  the  loss  of  any  article  of 
stores  whatever,  or  any  accident ;  it  states  the  weather  to  be  light 
airs  and  hazy.  At  8.  45.  P.  M.  up  anchor  and  made  sail  vp  the 
Cattegat ;  made  and  shortened  sail  occasionally,  got  down  top- 
gallant-yards;  at  8.  45.  saw  the  Anholt  Light."-^-Na.vy  Board. 

"  By  the  log  it  appears  to  be fine weather,  and  the  ship  on 
a  wind." — Portsmouth  Officers. 

"  But  the  Carpenter  expends  two  top-masts  studding-sail-yards, 
blown  away  only,  and  says  nothing  of  booms.  The  Captain's 
journal  does  not  mention  any  accident  whatever,  the  ship  at  an' 
chor  in  Yarmouth  Roads,  light  breezes  and  clear,  weighed  at 
5  P.M.  of  the  \6th,  made  sail,  and  tacked  occasionally." — 
Navy  Board. 

"  We  observe  the  ship  is  on  a  wind)  and  tacking  occasionally." 
—Portsmouth  Officers. 

"  The  Carpenter  expends  two  lower  studding-sail-yards  blown  away 
with  the  sails,  but  says  nothing  of  booms.  He,  however,  returns 
four  booms,  (perhaps  the  heels  J  at  Sheemess,  8th  October.  The 
Sheer ness  Officers  report,  that  the  booms  returned  were  two  top- 
mast and  two  top-gallant  studding-sail  booms." — Navy  Board. 

E 
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Time"  when. 


1800 
Kov.  10 


Stores  expended,  as  per  Boatswains 
Expence  Book. 


In  a  gale,  cut  away  the  main  and  mizen- 
masts,  lost  overboard  in  clearing  the 
wreck  : 

Hammocks,    .     .     100  in  number 
Tar,       ....  4  barrels 

Scraper*    ...       72  in  number 


By  whose 
orders. 


By   order 

of  the 

Captain 


1801. 

Jan.  if>" 
17 


Lost  by   the  fore-top-mast  and  main 
topgallant-mast  being  carried  away: 
Fore- top-sail,  one  in  number, 

gallant-sail,  one. 

gallant-royal,  onp. 


Main-top-gallant-sail,  one. 
gallant-royal,  one. 


Reeved  new  main  and  fore-lop-  inck.faih. 
gallant  clew-lii  es,  repe      .     2     128 

Fere     and     main-top-gallunt 
braces,  ditto 2 

Fore    and    main-top-gallanl- 

royalstay,  and  back-stay,  do.  lh   146 

Fore  and  main  royal  sheets   . 

Signal  haulyards      .... 

Foretop-sail-clew-lines,  ditto 

To  reefing  new  fore-top-sail 
bunt-lines,  ditto        .     .     . 

Outer  jib  haul-yards,  ditto    . 

Fore    and    main-top-gallant- 
royal  haul-yards,  ditto 

Top-burton  falls,  ditto       .     . 

Lanyards  for  topmast  rigging,  do.3 

Cut    and    lost    clearing    the 

wreck,  rope,  white,  d;tto    .     l{  36< 


H 

108 

i 

300 

3 

76 

n 

56 

2± 

60 

2  J 

108 

2 

50 

3 

50 

Ditto 


'Ditto 


Ditto 
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"  We  suppose  the  hundred  hammocks  said  to  be  lost  had 
the  people's  bedding  in  them,  and  should  have  been  mentioned 
in  the  log  ;  and  we  think  it  very  strange,  that  four  barrels  of 
tar  and  72  scrapers  should  be  thrown  overboard  to  clear 
the  wreck,  as  well  as  the  three  compasses*" — Portsmouth 
Officers. 

"  The  Carpenter  does  not  expend  gangway  or  quarter-deck 
stanchions  for  hammocks,  but  throws  overboard  4  barrels  of  pitch  ; 
he  also  loses  4  davits  from  the  quarters  with  the  boats,  but  the 
boatswain  does  not  expend  any  boat.  The  Captain's  journal 
states  two  cutters  to  have  been  lost  off  the  quarters.  By  the  Captain  s, 
as  well  as  Lieut.  Davis's  journals,  it  appears,  that  the  top-gallant 
masts  WERE  GOT  DOWN  ON  THE  BOOMS,  A.  M.  of  the  9th, 
the  defects  delivered  at  Sheerness,  state  the  fore,  main  and  mizen- 
top-gallant-masts,  top-gallant  and  royal  yards,  as  having 
been  lost  with  the  other  wreck." — Navy  Board. 

"  On  the  18th,  at  7  h.  45  m.  the  log  carries  away  the  fore-top- 
mast, fore  and  main- top-gallant-masts,  and  loses  all  the 
sails,  the  Boatswain  expends,  on  the  16th,  except  the  main- 
top-gallant sail ;  'the  log  does  not  mention  any  rigging  being 
lost  or  cut  in  clearing  the  wreck.  We  observe  the  Boat- 
swaiti  makes  a  distinction  in  the  expending  of  rope,  by 
reeviug,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  fathoms,  by  order  of 
the  Captain  ;  324  fathoms  are  expended  by  not  any  person's 
order,  and  the  remainder,  with  the  blocks,  cut  and  lost  in 
clearing  the  wreck.  We  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  we  con- 
sider it  very  fortunate  sundry  articles  being  saved,  when  com- 
pared with  those  said  to  be  lost." — P«rtsmouth  Officers. 

"  The  Carpenter  expends  the  fore-top-mast,  fyc.  on  the  18th,  on 
which  day  it  is  also  mentioned  in  the  Captain's  jwrnal,"—- Navy 
Board. 
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Time  when. 

Stores  expended,  as  per  Boatswain's 
Expence  Book. 

By  whose 
Orders. 

1801. 
Jan. l6 
17 

Ditto  signal  blocks,  with  brass  shivers, 

4-inch,  8  in  number. 
Ditto  fore-top-sail   braces,  of  3-iuch, 

82  fathoms. 
Used  throat  and  end  seizings  top-mast, 

rigging,  1-inch,  100  fathoms. 
Lost  of  sorts,    blocks,   double,  12   in 

number. 
Ditto,  single,   40 

Uy   order 

of  the 
Captain 

March  29 

Lost,  taking  the  Sensible  in  tow: 

Hawser,     .     9  inches,  5Q  fathoms 

Ditto 

May  4 

Cut   and  converted   into  nippers  and 
swabs : 

Hawser,     .    9  inches,  30  fathoms 

Ditto 

July  25 

Blown  away  in  a  squall,  by  carrying 
away  the  boom : 
Top-mast  studding- 
sail,  ....    one  in  number 
Lower  ditto     .     .    one 

Ditto 
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"By  log,  the  Sensible  was  taken  in  tow  at9  A.M.  and  cast  off 
at  2.  30.  A.M. ;  during  \7\  hours  in  tow  it  was  fikewka« 
ther,  and  the  ship  never  exceeded  three  wiles  per  hour.  Not 
any  mention  made  of  the  loss  of  the  tow-rope  in  the  log,  and 
we  suppose  this  to  be  part  of  the  lower  shroud  hawser,  being  al- 
lowed not  any  other  hawser  of  that  size." — PortsmouthOfficers. 

"  The  Captain's  Journal  also  states  the  Sensible  to  have  been  taken 
in  tow  at  9  A.M.  of  the  2gth,  and  cast  off  at  2.  30.  A.M.  of  the 
30th.  Weather,  moderate  breezes." — Navy  Board. 

"  This  must  be  part  of  the  lower  shroud  hawser." — Ports- 
mouth Officers. 

"  Of  which  the  other  part  is  stated  to  have  been  lost  on  'Ztyth 
March."— Navy  Board. 

"  On  the  same  morning  at  2  A.  M.  the  wind  shifted  from 
West  to  S.  E.  at  3  to  South,  the  course  steered  E.  N.  E. 
down  studding-sails,  set  jib,  spanker,  and  main  sail  at  ^  past 
5;  altered  the  course  to  E.  N.E.  and  then  East,  set  the 
fore-top-mast-studding-sail ;  at  7  took  in  the  top-gallant-sails, 
and  fore-top-mast-studding-sail  ;  8,  strong  gales  ; 
at  11  in  3d  reef  top-sails ;  at  noon  strong  gales;  at  1  P.M. 
course  E.  b.  S.  wind  S.  S.  W.  close  reefed  the  top-sails ;  and 
at  3  struck  top-gallant-masts.  The  Log  is  as  particular 
this  day  as  any  we  have  examined,  in  taking  in  sail,  shifting 
of  winds,  and  altering  of  the  course  as  far  as  3  P.  M.  and  then 
is  inserted,  and  which  evidently  has  been  written  at  some  other 
period,  and  by  different  ink,  viz.  carried  away  fore  lower 
(then  the  log  is  erased  T.  M.)  steering-sails,  with  their 
yards,  &c.  Lieutenant  Davis's  Journal  does  not  notice  any 
thing  of  this  transaction,  but  of  the  day's  log  he  is  particular 
as  above.  If  these  sails  were  made,  the  canvas  expended  is 
a  surplus  Qi  241  yards  more  than  allowed,  a  proportion  for 


b* 


Time  when. 

Stores  expended,  as  per  Boatswain's 
E^pcnce  Hook. 

By  whose 
orders. 

iSOl. 

By   order 

of  the 
Captain 

Aug.  24 

Lost  by  accident,  by  a  coir  cable  parting": 
Coir  cable,     20  inches,  8  fathoms 
Anchor  of  28  cwt.  oue  in  number 
Nun  buoy,      .     .     one 
Buoy  rope,     6£             24  fathoms 

• 

Ditto 

Sept.  22 

Lost,  in  getting  the  ship  to  her  moor- 
ings : 

Kedge  anchor,     .     one  in  number 

Hawser,  7   inches,  one 
Cut  per  Captain's  order  for  buoy  rope: 

Hawser,  6  inches,   one 

Ditto 
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the   two  studding-sails,  and  rope  of  2|-inch,  5   fathom* 
more." — Portsmouth  Officers. 

"  The  Captain's  Journal  states  the  'weather  to  be  strong  gales,  and 
tloudy ;  at  3  P.  M.  struck  top-gallant-masts ;  ditto,  carried  away 
a  fore  lower  and  top-mast~steering-sails,  with  their  yards,  fyc. ; 
at  10  handed  the  fore  and  mizen-top-sails,  at  3  A.  M.  down  jib 
and  brailed  up  the  spanker,  being  split." — Navy  Board. 

**  25th  August,  by  Log,  (and  Captain's  Journal — Navy 
Board")  7  A.  M.  parted  the  larboard  mooring;  at  4  P.M. 
moored  the  ship  with  the  best  and  small  bower. 

"  27th  August,  by  log,  received  an  European  cable  of  20 
inches  ;  and  2  anchors  of  28  cwt.  each,  sait  the  same  anchors 
to  the  Norge  hulk  to  be  puddened.  We  beg  to  observe,  that 
the  Boatswain  expends  an  anchor  of  28  cwt.  three  days  be- 
fore it  is  received,  by  the  Log,  and  sent  to  the  Hulk  topudden; 
neither  can  we  discover  when  these  anchors  of  28  cwt.  (said 
to  be  received  on  the  27  th),  are  made  use  of.  28th,  per  Log, 
received  an  European  cable  of  20  inches,  and  an  anchor, 
weighing  (  ).  September  3d,.  Log,  received  a  cable, 
1 1  inches,  90  fathoms,  for  2  messengers,  and  an  European 
cable  of  20  inches,  and  2  anchors  of  35  cwt.  each." — Ports- 
mouth Officers. 

"  Not  any  mention  made  in  the  Log  of  using  the  kedg« 
anchor,  and  7-inch  hawser. — Portsmouth  Officers. 

"Nor  in  the  Captain's  Journal;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears,  that 
the  ship  was  moored  with  5  anchors  ;  on  the  19th  and  20th,  wea- 
ther inclinable  to  calms;  on  the  22r/  fresh  breezes,  employed  getting 
up  and  rigging  the  main-top-mast." — Navy  Board. 
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Particulars  of  Repairs  done  to  H.  M.  Ship  Romney, 
Capt.  Sir  Home  Popham,  K.  B.  in  the  River 
Hoogblj,  per  Bill, 

EXTERIOR. 

Great  part  of  the  wales  and  top  fides  ihifted,  be- 
ing  much  decayed,  and  part  of  the  bulwark.  Two 
ftrakes  of  copper  (tripped  off  below  the  wales,  to 
cau^k,  as  the  fhip  had  been  fo  leaky;  and  alfo  the 
wooden  ends  forward  and  aft  down  to  light  water 
mark,  and  the  iron  work  fhifted,  being  nail  fick ; 
frefh  caulked,  and  coppered  again  a  ftreak  higher, 
to  prevent  the  worms  getting  hold  of  the  plank. 
The  head,  round  houfe,and  channel  repaired ;  two 
new  quarter  galleries,  the  old  ones  being  quite 
rotten,  except  the  lower  ftools. 

INTERIOR. 

Great  part  of  the  quarter,  main,  and  gun-decks 
fhifted,  and  alfo  feveral  parts  of  the  water  ways  on 
the  main  and  gun-decks;  altering  the  fky-light  on 
the  quarter  deck ;  new  bulwark  entirely  on  the 
forecaftle,  the  old  quite  ufelefs ;  part  of  the  bul- 
wark on  the  quarter-deck  fhifted. 

Two 
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Two  new  bitts  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  mizen- 
top-fail  fheet  bitts. 

Two  new  fife  rails  on  the  forecaftle ;  the  coam- 
ings of  hatches  raifed  fix  inches  higher  fore  and 
aft  on  the  gun  deck,  and  feveral  new  gratings 
made. 

The  fhot-lockers  on  both  decks  made  new,  and 
the  carronade  chocks  on  the  main  and  quarter- 
decks unbolted,  as  the  lower  gun-deck  was  con- 
tinually wet  from  their  leaking,  and  fearnought 
and  lead  put  underneath  them,  and  bolted  again. 

The  fhoots  of  the  deck-fcuppers  made  new  fore 
and  aft,  and  feveral  new  large  fcuppers  fitted  on 
both  fides. 

The  ports  repaired,  and  feveral  new  fcuttles 
made  in  them;  bulk-head  of  the  great  cabin  made 
new ;  fafhes  for  the  great  cabin  and  gun-room. 

Major  part  of  the  half-ports  repaired,  and  fome 
new  ones  made ;  new  hawfe  bucklers  fitted  in  the 
manger,  and  rollers  for  the  meffenger ;  new  pump 
and  ciftern;  the  pump-well  and  fhot-lockers  re- 
paired; new  cants  round  the  riders  on  the  main 
and  gun  decks,  and  many  of  the  bolts  fhifted. 

The  fheep  pen,  hen-coops,  arm-chefts,  and  co« 
lour-cheft  repaired.  New  frames  for  the  cabins  in 
the  gun-room,  and  canvas  fcreens  ;  a  new  fick  bay, 
with  cradles. 

New  fteps  on  the  fide ;  repairing  table  and  hog- 
ftyes  for  the  cabin  and  ward-room. 

New  cheeks  to  the  fore-maft  ;main  truifel  trees ; 
new  cheeks  and  rollers  for  the  bowfprit;  new 
main,  fore,  and  bowfprit  caps,  and  a  new  main- 
top ;  the  fore -yard  fifhed. 

The  fhip  caulked  all  over  and  painted  twice, 
and  white  wafhed  below,  and  feveral  other  fmall 
jobs. 

F  Thefe 
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Thefe  are  to  certify  to  the  Hon.  the  Princi- 
pal Officers  and  Commillioners  of  H.  M.'s  Navy, 
that  the  foregoing  particulars  of  repairs  and  work 
done  to  H.  M.'s  fhip  Romney,  while  refitting  in 
the  river  Hooghly,  together  with  the  veffels  and 
cooly  hire,  materials,  &c.  for  performing  the  fame, 
were  actually  furnifhed  as  herein  fpecified. 

(Signed)  "  Home  Popham,  Captain. 

6  D.  E.  Bartholomew,  A6ling  Matter. 
'John  White,  Carpenter." 

Amount  for  materials,  &c.    46,959  H     9 
Add  20percent, commission  9>391   14     1 


Deduct  for  old  copper, 
iron,  and  lead 

} 

56,351 
916 

9 
8 

10 
9 

55,435 

1 

t 

European      carpenters, 
caulkers,  sail-makers, 

~) 

and  painters,  employ- 
ed   from    the    Com- 

V 

965 

6 

♦ 

pany's  ships  and   the 
Romney    .... 

' 

14,611 

12 

0 

Rupees  71,020    3     5  or  £.9,^69    7     3 

%•'   '    ~       '  "  ■  .  '  ■    -■.- 

Particulars  of  Repairs  done  to  H.  M.  Ship  Sen- 
sible, per  foregoing  Bill. 

exterior. 

A  new  falfe  keel,  her  bottom  frefli  nailed 
throughout;  caulked,  fheathed,  and  coppered,  with 
gulgul  between  the  bottom  and  flieathing,  and 
likewife  between  the  flieathing  and  copper,  and 
three  pair  of  additional  pintles  and  gudgeons. 

Part 
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Part  of  the  wales  fhifted,  and  alfo  the  entire 
ftrake  in  which  the  (cuttles  were,  and  new  fcuttles 
cut.  Part  of  the  top  fide  fhifted ;  a  new  fet  of 
fore,  main,  and  mizen  channels  and  chain-plates. 

A  new  cut-water,  billet-head?  rails,  and  bum- 
kin ;  netting  and  waift  ftantions  all  repaired ;  new 
hammock  boards  for  ditto. 

A  new  ftern  and  counter,  with  new  galleries 
and  half-ports, 

INTERIOR. 

The  bolts  of  the  riders  in  the  hold  fhifted  ;  new 
pillars  in  the  hold  and  lower-deck. 

The  whole  of  the  lower-deck  fhifted  with  teak 
and  fir,  and  a  number  of  new  carlines  and  ledges 
laid ;  a  fet  of  iron  Standards  fitted  fore  and  aft  on 
this  deck. 

A  fet  of  new  after  cable-bitts,  and  a  crofs-bitt 
pin  for  the  cable  bitts ;  new  main-top-fail  fheet- 
bitts,  and  jeer  bitts ;  new  fcuppers  fore  and  aft£  a 
new  breaft  hook  under  the  hawfe  holes,  two  round- 
houfes  under  the  forecaftle,  and  the  galley  tinned. 

Several  of  the  quarter-deck  and  forecaftle  beams 
fhifted ;  new  coamings  and  hatches  fore  and  aft 
on  both  decks,  as  alfo  on  the  quarter-deck.  A 
new  iky-light. 

Great  part  of  the  quarter  deck  and  forecaftle 
fhifted.  The  poop  and  main-decks  taken  away; 
new  bulwark  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecaftle  ; 
new  tafFrail  davits  of  the  ftern  and  gun-wales  fore 
and  aft. 

New  ring  and  eye-bolts  for  the  ports  on  the 
gun,  quarter-deck,  and  forecaftle  ;  alfo  new  stop- 
per bolts.  New  fhot-lockers ;  feveral  iron  knees 
to  the  quarter-deck  beams;  new  forked  beams 
abreast  the  main-mast  on  the  gun-deck  and  lower- 
deck. 

One 
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One  new  main  crofs-tree,  and  top-mast  croft- 
trees  j  the  main-maft  opened  and  rebuilt,  and  one 
of  the  fide-trees  fhifted,  fifhed,  and  checked ;  one 
new  lower  cap,  and  three  top-maft  ditto. 

A  new  bowfprit,  and  mafts  and  yards  complete, 
excepting  the  lower  mafts. 

New  cabin  bulk  heads,  port  and  ftern  fafhes, 
two  new  binnacles,  and  a  new  ciflern. 

Hatches,  gratings,  (tore  rooms,  cabins,  hen- 
coops, arm-chefts,  fhip's  coppers  and  tops  re- 
paired. 

And  many  other  necefTary  external  and  internal 
repairs. 

"  We  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  repairs,  as 
mentioned  in  this  bill,  were  executed  under  our 
infpe&ion,  mentioned  in  the  following  particulars 
of  repairs : — 

"  Rt.  Sause,  Captain. 
"  J  as.  O'Conner,  Mafter. 
"  Wm.  Russell,  Carpenter." 

Amount  of  bill  for  re-pairs 122,91.5  13     6 

Add  20  per  cent,  commission      ....       24,583     2     6" 


147,499     0     0 
Dock  hire 
Store  and  boat  hire 


^20 }      ...';'.       L670     0     0 


149,169    0  0 

Deduct  for  old  copper,  lead,  iron,  &c.  &c.          7,735  11  0 

141,433     5  0 

European  artificers 811   13  0 

Hire  of  vessels 1#,851     8  0 

Repair  of  boats 2,237     4  11 

Bill  for  masts  and  yards,  and  ship's  furniture  18,520     0  0 

Rupees  181,853  14  11 
Repairs  of  the  ship,  &c.  £.23,948  17     8 
Ditto  of  the  boats     .      .     .      298    6     1 

FINIS. 

Bffaitcd  by  1.  ud  I.  Walter,   f  riotiiig-houfe^VwdTBUcitfriMi. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA  AT  LOS  ANGELES 

THE  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 

This  book  is  DUE  on  the  last  date  stamped  below 


sep  o  ?  walr 


LD/URL 

REC'D  LD-UR 


Form  L-0 
90m -1,' 41(1122) 


*     w* 


u£LB8 


ft. 


3  1158  01204  6230 


UC  SOUTHERN  REGIONAL  LIBRARY  FACILITY 


A  A      000  084  270 


VC 

275 

G7P8Zt 


